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We are a civilization 
for whom the world as 
immediately perceived 
is absurdly insufficient. 
Boredom bestows on 
us a world of radical 
disenchantment, a world 
that withers before our 
very eyes: beauty receding 
behind a veneer of banality 


ridiculous question, akin to 
asking a breathing man 
the value of his lungs. 

Yet in the West we fill 
books with ruminations on 
this topic. We look around 
at an obstinately silent 
world, a world that will 
not speak to us, and can 
only conclude that the fault 
lays outside of ourselves, 
in a world that needs 
completing with another 
out-of-town shopping 
mall, another golf course, 
another factory farm. 

—Rob Percival 
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BRIGID 2014 editorial 


Greetings from what was 
once coastal scrub and wetlands 
but is now a sub-developed, 
paved over beach town in the 
subtropics, traditional Jaega 
territory. 

The bastards continue to 
poison the air, the water* and 
destroy the last remaining wild 
places. If the ecocidal machine 
has its way, the Earth will be¬ 
come one giant strip mall park¬ 
ing lot monitored by CCTV. 

We have no choice but to 
fight back. There may be no 
larger victory, now or ever. But 
inaction and complacency in 
the face of atrocity is spiritual 
death. From behind the barri¬ 
cades to the tree tops—in the 
dead of night or in broad day¬ 
light—we strike and we find 
one another. In these moments 
we know were not alone. As 
industry extends its oily fingers 
into every facet of existence, 
there are more and more of us 
fighting back. 

Biocentrism, Direct Action, 
and No Compromise. These are 
the only tenants of the Earth 
First! movement and we stick to 
these time-tested principles. 

In this issue we see that 
with our collective backs to 
the wall, the fight for Mother 
Earth is fearsome. Anti-fracking 
struggles ignite from Elsipogtog 
(occupied Kanada) to Romania. 


After a few quiet years the An¬ 
imal Liberation Front makes a 
renewed push to destroy the fur 
industry once and for all. 

Amidst this frenzy of activ¬ 
ity, where are the other uncom¬ 
promising green publications? 
The Earth First! Journal was once 
one of many radical magazines. 
Bite Back, No Compromise , Live 
Wild or Die , Green Anarchy and 
many others have all gone the 
way of the Western Black Rhino. 
What we are left with is anemic 
at best—glossy magazines that 
advocate for salvation through 
privileged personal choices and 
false solutions. 

EF!J is still reporting from 
the frontlines, not as an “impar¬ 
tial witness” but as part of the 
struggle. We believe stories of 
ecoresistance written by those 
who also put themselves on the 
line is something special. To 
stave off publication death we 
need your help. Or else we will 
become just one more internet 
site clamoring for industrial col¬ 
lapse. Where’s the fun in that? 

As long as folks keep fight¬ 
ing, we’ll do our best to bring the 
printed form of the struggle to 
your hands, wherever they are— 
the info shops, the Luddite home¬ 
steads, and to those languishing in 
prison cells. 

For all the wild hearts, 
—talus 



Earth First! 
Journal 

Back to 7 
the Presses! 

2013 fundraising reportback 


Thanks to your support, 
the Earth First!Journal Back 
to the Presses! fundraiser 
raised over $10,000 to fund 
our critical media work for 
the movement. 

Our goal was to raise 
$30,000 by the end of 
2013 to cover the print and 
mailing costs of the 2014 
quarterly EE! Journal mag¬ 
azines. That means we still 
have nearly $20,000 more 
to raise for printing costs in 
2014. Your choice to sup¬ 
port our work through do¬ 
nating, subscribing, buying 
merchandise and ad space, 
becoming a distributor or 
inviting the Earth First! 
Speakers Bureau to your 
college or community cen¬ 
ter will help us bring more 
issues of the EE! Journal to 


doorsteps, prisoners, action 
camps, conferences and 
readers around the world. 

Were the only source 
that brings you news cover¬ 
age, action updates and bio¬ 
centric analysis in the direct 
action battle to protect the 
planet, not only in our print 
editions of the EE! Journal, 
but also through our on¬ 
line Earth First! Newswire 
and downloadable quarterly 
newsletter, EF! News. 

Thank you to all the 
eco-warriors stepping it 
up in the face of increased 
government and police re¬ 
pression. You are our he¬ 
roes—without you there 
would be .no news! 

For the wild! 

—the Earth First! 

Journal Collective 
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Earth First! 


News From the Eco-Wars 


Sept 23—Banner Drop and 
Lockdown to Expose TPP 
Negotiations 

Protestors in Washington, DC con¬ 
cerned about the looming Trans¬ 
pacific Partnership (TPP) cov¬ 
ered the office of the US Trade 
Representative with banners call¬ 
ing for a release of the treaty's text 
and a democratic process regarding 
its approval. The group, which in¬ 
cluded members of flushthetpp.org, 
Backbone Campaign, Veterans for 
Peace, CODEPINK, and Chesapeake 
Earth First! says that the TPP will give 
corporations unprecedented control 
over US and foreign laws, worker's 
rights, and environment regulations. 

Sept 23—Bulletproof Vest 
Factory Torched in Indonesia 

Incendiary devices were placed 
at a factory located in Bandung, 
West Java. The anonymous per¬ 
petrators of the deed said, “This 
factory manufactured bulletproof 
vests for cops and army. This plant 
is one of the sources for the pro¬ 
duction of war equipment for these 
pigs. Bullet-proof vests to protect 
police and soldiers when they open 
fire on the enemy, open fire on us 
and on our brothers. That's why 
this place is burning, charred, and 
this is the purpose of this action." 


Sept 26—GMO Papaya Trees 
Cut Down in Hawaii 

Approximately 100 papaya trees 
were cut down with machetes over¬ 
night on the Big Island. Nearly all 
of the papaya crops on the island 
are from seeds that were genetical¬ 
ly altered in the ^Os to make them 
resistant to ringspot virus. No one 
has been caught or charged. 

Sept 26—Treesitters 
“Extracted” in Willits Bypass 
Campaign, Three Arrests 

A treesit standing in the way of 
construction of the Caltrans Willits 
Bypass for four months was com¬ 
promised, but activists vow more 
actions will take place to stop or 
downsize Caltrans' disastrous high¬ 
way project. Since January there 
have been over 50 arrests as a re¬ 
sult of civil disobedience actions. 
Opponents are seeking court chal¬ 
lenges and putting pressure on 
elected officials. Protesters say that 
the planned bypass will be disas¬ 
trous for the area's natural wetlands 
and for species vital to the area. 

Oct 2—ELF/FAI Burn Down 
Sawmill at Hunting Resort in 
Bryansk, Russia 

Anonymous instigators took cred¬ 
it for burning a resort, claiming the 


News 


arson as their contribution towards 
the PHOENIX project, a project for 
the revival of direct action and an¬ 
archist resistance. The group stat¬ 
ed that they “wholeheartedly sup¬ 
port our mates from Moscow cells 
of CCF and ELF when they state 
the necessity to resume and widen 
our attacks on state and capital.” 

Oct 6—Powerlines Sabotaged in 
Arkansas 

A string of attacks against the 
power grid in Arkansas may be the 
first in a coordinated insurgency 
hoping to make the Natural State a 
little more natural. According to the 
FBI, two powerline poles in Lonoke 
County, east of Little Rock, were in¬ 
tentionally severed late in the night. 
Six weeks before, the FBI followed 
up on a report by Entergy Arkansas 
that a high-voltage transmission line 
had been toppled, also in Lonoke 
County. 

Oct 18—Blockade Against 
Monsanto in Argentina Enters 
Second Month 

A blockade of around 50 pro¬ 
testors camping out in Malvinas, 
Argentina indefinitely to protest a 
new GMO seed processing plant, 
which is scheduled to open for busi¬ 
ness in 2014, has been going since 



Protestors Raid Lab, Free 178 Beagles 


On October 18, a protest at the Royal Institute 
in Sao Roque, Brazil grew from a few dozen 
people to over one hundred. Emboldened by 
their numbers, the unmasked protesters took the 
opportunity to storm the building and liberate 
178 beagles from the institute's research 
laboratory. Three weeks later the lab announced 
it was shutting down due to the raid. 













August. Monsanto has a terrible 
track record in Argentina and the cit¬ 
izens of Malvinas are determined not 
to allow the agrochemical corporation 
to expand further without a fight. 

Oct 19—Enbridge Line 9 
Hearings Canceled Due to 
Protests 

The final day of hearings in 
Toronto, Canada on the controver¬ 
sial Line 9 pipeline was canceled as 
hundreds of demonstrators took to 
the streets to oppose energy com¬ 
pany Enbridge’s plan to reverse the 
oil pipe and increase its capacity to 
carry diluted bitumen. 

Oct 21—TWAC Maine Occupies 
Irving Corporation Headquarters 

Dozens of activists participating in the 
Maine Trans and/or Women’s Action 
camp occupied Irving Corporation 
Headquarters in Portsmouth, New 
Hampshire. The office occupation was 
in solidarity with the Mikmaq First 
Nation’s road blockade in Elsipogtog, 
a protest against fracking exploration 


by SWN Resources Canada that is 
taking place on traditional lands 
without their consent. 

Oct 22—Military Troops Attack 
Oil Reserve Auction Protestors in 
Brazil 

Security forces and protesters 
clashed in Barra da Tijuca, near 
Rio de Janeiro, where the Brazilian 
government was auctioning off 
exploration rights for a large oilfield. 
Among the protesters were members 
of various unions representing oil 
workers, who had been on strike 
since October 17 at more than 40 oil 
platforms and refineries. Members of 
the National Security Force fired tear 
gas and rubber bullets to disperse 
approximately 300 protesters, several 
of whom were injured. 

Oct 23—Over 1,000 Leave 
Powershift March to Protest 
Fracking 

Protesters marched to the Allegheny 
County Courthouse in Pittsburgh, PA 
shortly after ten others began a sit-in 


in the hallway of County Executive 
Rich Fitzgerald’s office suite. The pro¬ 
testers demanded Fitzgerald drop 
plans to allow fracking in county 
parks. Marchers filled the court¬ 
house courtyard, with dozens join¬ 
ing the office occupation. No one was 
arrested. 

Oct 24—Coordinated Mass 
Protests Shut Down ExonMobU 
in Nigeria 

The people of Eket, a federal 
constituency in Akwa Ibom State, 
held a mass protest to shut down 
the operations of an ExxonMobil 
subsidiary. The protesters chanted 
slogans, barricaded the oil company’s 
access gates, and placed a coffin 
with the inscription RIP Mark Ward’ 
(Managing Director of ExxonMobil 
in Nigeria) at the gates of the Mobil 
Terminal in Ibeno. The communities 
said that Mobil was insensitive to 
their plight, as evident by its refusal 
to pay compensation for the 2012 oil 
spill that discharged more than 300 
barrels of crude along coastal waters. 


Toolbox: Thwarting CCTV 



Hey, I just can't stand all of these cameras everywhere 
I go! Grocery stores, town centers, schools, airports... It 
seems like everything I do is being scrutinized by cyborgs. 

What can I do so I can stop worrying about what the 
state thinks of my outfit and get back to organizing against 
chemtrails full-time? 

-Watched in Wichita (received via bottle-in-the-sea) 

Dear Watched, 

Tired of feeling the prickling weight of the electronic all-seeing eye on the back of your neck every time you 
urinate in an alleyway or take a self-guided midnight tour of a construction site? You’re not alone. Here are 
some tips for all of the privacy-focused rascals who prefer to perform their ecodefense unobserved: 

For under ten dollars in components, you can create an “infrared mask” that obscures your face, 
particularly in low light. By simply wiring near-infrared LEDs to a hat, headband, or the inside of your emo 
hoodie, you can create a blinding mask that obscures your face from closed-circuit television (CCTV) but 
is invisible to the naked eye. Also works well against facial recognition software. For a video of the process, 
visit: bit.ly/IclftTv 

Destroy them before they see you coming. Head over to camover.noblogs.org for half-paranoid rhetoric 
and information on disabling specific types of cameras. 

For all of you transhumanists out there, consider the “Surveillance Spaulder,” a CCTV-detecting 
electronic muscle stimulator that gives your shoulder a twerky twitch whenever you fall under a robotic 
gaze. Point your neural shunt to booktwo.org/notebook/surveillance-spaulder for more info. 

Stay mysterious! 

Your midnight companion, 
-Scarlett Tanager 
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Rising Tide and Allies Shut Down Port of Vancouver 


Vancouver Rising Tide and Portland Rising 
Tide joined with other allies and activists in the 
Pacific Northwest on November 4 to shut down 
the Port of Vancouver, Washington in solidarity 
with the International Longshore and Warehouse 
Union (ILWU). Although they did not play any role 
in this action , the local ILWU 4 chapter stands 
in solidarity with local community activists and 
Rising Tide in resisting a new Tesoro oil terminal 
illegally approved by the Port of Vancouver. 


Oct 24—Burma Village Protests 
Shut Down Coal Mine 

The Karen National Union in 
Southern Burma suspended coal 
mine operations in the Paw Klo 
area, east of Dawei, after villag¬ 
ers protested against the compa¬ 
ny, allegeded that the mining has 
destroyed their land and has had 
adverse health impacts on water 
sources. 

Oct 26—Malaysia Sarawak Dam 
Protest Intensifies with Blockade 
Confrontations 

Anti-dam protestors began 
blockading two roads leading to 
Sarawak's next hydroelectric dam 
on October 23 and warned Sarawak 
Energy to remove its construction 
machinery within three days. The 
proposed dam site is on their native 
customary rights (NCR) land. The 
latest blockades increased pressure 
on the government ahead of a key 
UN meeting in Geneva on Malaysia's 
human rights record. 

Oct 28—GE Tree Roadshow 
Presenters Banned from UF 
Campus 

The University of Florida, a leading 
institution researching genetically 
engineered (GE) trees, threatened to 
arrest activists from the Campaign 
to STOP GE Trees when they arrived 
on campus to prepare for a sched¬ 
uled presentation on tree biotechnol¬ 
ogy. “Evicting us from campus was 
a blatant act of censorship by the 
University of Florida, likely linked to 
the millions they are receiving for GE 
trees research," said Keith Brunner 
of the Global Justice Ecology Project. 


Oct 30—Nine Arrested During 
Animal Rights Protest Outside 
Miami, Florida 

The protesters are alleged to have 
attacked a vehicle that belonged to 
Worldwide Primates, a company that 
profits from the sale and transport 
of animals for laboratory testing. 
Those arrested—among them activ¬ 
ists with Smash HLS, Everglades 
Earth First! and an editor for the 
Earth First! Journal —are awaiting 
trial for charges ranging from mis¬ 
demeanor disorderly conduct to 
felony criminal mischief. 

Oct 30—Protesters in New 
Zealand Block Miners from 
Coromandel Harbor 

Sea Holdings was prevented 
from taking samples by protestors 
blocking the town's harbor. The 
area is part of Schedule 4, an area 
the government cleared for mineral 
prospecting earlier this year, despite 
a promise in 2010 that no mining 
would be allowed. 

Nov 2—Anti-frack Activists 
Blockade NYC Highway to 
Protest Spectra Pipeline 

Fracktivists revisited Gansevoort 
Pier, the site of a lockdown against 
Spectra in 2012. A banner was de¬ 
ployed stating “Radioactive Gas 
Shut Down This Highway," and 
blocked traffic on the West Side 
Highway. The Sane Energy Project 
and other groups have spoken out 
against the pipeline which runs gas 
from the Marcellus Shale fields. 
Thirteen activists were arrested in 
association with this action. 


Nov 9—Thousands of Mink 
Released in Italy 

According to news reports, cages 
were opened during the night at a 
fur farm in San Marco, Ravenna, 
freeing as many as 2,500 mink. 

Nov 9—Akwesasne Anti-frack 
Protest Closes Bridge in Ottawa 

First Nations protesters staged 
an “information march” on the 
Seaway International Bridge be¬ 
tween Cornwall, Canada and the 
US, in opposition to hydraulic frac¬ 
turing gas extraction. The bridge 
closed down for an hour as the ap¬ 
proximately 50 protesters from the 
Akwesasne First Nation and others 
walked along the span handing out 
fliers. 

Nov 18—Colorado Mink Farm 
Announces Shutdown after ELF 
Action 

On the night of November 14 
the Earth Liberation Front paid a 
visit to a mink farm in Monte Ages, 
Colorado. Breeding cards were de¬ 
stroyed and mink were set free. The 
economic impact and fear of contin¬ 
ued actions forced the fur farm to 
announce closure a few days later. 

Nov 20—Penokee Defender 
Stands Trial in Struggle Against 
Wisconsin Open Pit Mine 

Katie (Krow) Kloth was ordered 
to stand trial for robbery and theft 
charges connected to a June 11 ac¬ 
tion in which activists occupied the 
Gogebic-Taconite (G-Tac) test drill¬ 
ing site. The planned G-Tac project 
is a 22-mile open-pit taconite mine 
in the headwaters of the Bad River 
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and Kakagon Sloughs, also referred 
to as “Wisconsin's Everglades.” 

Nov 21-Clashes in Rome Over 
High Speed Rail Link 

Protesters in Italy fought running 
battles with police as they tried to 
reach the French embassy where 
a meeting between the French 
President and the Italian Prime 
Minster was due to take place. 
Opponents of the $35 billion TAV 
rail project between France and 
Italy say it will cause massive en¬ 
vironmental damage. Resistance to 
the rail line has been ongoing since 
the project's inception. 

Nov 22—Activist Charged with 
Animal Abuse for Leaking 
Factory Farm Footage 

Taylor Radig covertly filmed calves 
while working at Quanah Cattle 
Co. in Kersey, Colorado. Video was 
released by Compassion Over Killing on 
November 13. According to the Sheriff, 
“Radig's failure to report the alleged 
abu^e of the animals in a timely manner 
adheres to the definition of acting 
with negligence and substantiates 
the charge animal cruelty.” The 
prosecution of a whistleblower who 
exposed animal cruelty in this way 
is unprecedented. 

Nov 25—Activists Lock Down at 
UBS Headquarters, Drop Banner 
from Crane 

In Stamford, CT, three activists scaled 
a UBS crane and dropped a banner 
reading “UBS Stop Funding Mountain 
Top Removal.” The same day, two ac¬ 
tivists locked themselves down to a 
bannister inside the UBS headquar¬ 
ters, while others locked down outside. 
The actions were part of the Hands 
Off Appalachia campaign to end 
Mountain Top Removal mining. 


Nov 25—Two Arrested Blocking 
Fracking Injection Well in Ohio 

During an anti-fracking rally in 
Niles, Ohio, two activists were arrest¬ 
ed for blocking trucks from entering 
the site. They held a banner that 
read “Fracking Hurts Communities.” 

Nov 27—Four UK Anti-frack 
Protesters Arrested Blocking 
Truck 

In Salford, Greater Manchester, 
30 activists blocked a highway to 
prevent a truck delivering machin¬ 
ery to a proposed methane gas ex¬ 
traction site. Those arrested were 
affiliated with a camp positioned 
along a road leading to the drilling 
test site, where iGas has been grant¬ 
ed permission by the Environment 
Agency and Salford council to drill 
for shale gas. 

Nov 28—Oregon Protesters Delay 
Megaload 

Warm Springs Tribal activist Kayla 
Godowa and other protesters de¬ 
layed a megaload used in tar sands 
refining, scheduled to leave the Port 
of Umatilla, Oregon. The delay was 
part of a growing movement of in- 
digenous-led resistance to tar sands. 

Dec 2—Elsipogtog Solidarity 
Action Shuts Down Vancouver 
Port 

The two-hour blockade in the 
Coast Salish Territory of Canada 
was in solidarity with Elsipogtog 
land defenders in New Brunswick, 
who are engaged in a struggle to 
protect the earth from fracking. 

Dec 2-3—Megaloads Blocked in 
Port of Umatilla, Oregon 

Activists with a coalition including 
Rising Tide, 350.org, All Against the 
Haul, and members of the Umatilla 


and Warm Springs tribes attempted 
to stop the Omega Morgan megaload 
from leaving as planned. A tribal 
elder was arrested after sitting 
down in front of the megaload. 
The Confederated Tribes of the 
Umatilla Indian Reservation have 
stated concerns due to the lack 
of consultation about the project 
headed through their ceded territoiy 
as required by law. 

Dec 3—Bnbridge Line 9 
Construction Halted in Ontario 

Members of Rising Tide Toronto 
locked down to equipment at an 
Enbridge Line 9 river crossing, 
effectively halting construction. 
The reversal of Enbridge's pipeline 
would allow the oil industry to 
continue supplying tar sands bitumen, 
expanding an industrial genocide 
against Indigenous peoples. There has 
been no consultation with indigenous 
communities along the pipeline route. 

Dec A —Court Injunction Upheld 
Against Barrick Gold, Riots 
Strike Porgera Mine 

Thousands of outraged protesters 
began rioting after Barrick securi¬ 
ty guards shot five miners dead at 
the Porgera mine site in Papua New 
Guinea. In London, a High Court 
injunction was upheld preventing 
African Barrick Gold (ABG) and its 
subsidiary from pre-emptively suing 
victims of violence perpetrated by 
the company's security and local 
police. ABG is being charged with 
excessive violence by the relatives of 
six men who were killed at a mine 
site, and another who was rendered 
parapalegic. 


Anti-fracking Victory in Romania 


Chevron has suspended exploration for shale 
gas in northeastern Romania after hundreds 
of anti-fracking protesters tore down fences 
on December 7. The company claims to have 
suspended work as a result of (< unsafe conditions” 
and informed police of destruction to its property. 
Thousands of people have rallied across Romania 
and removed survey and exploration equipment 
in previous months to protest government support 
for shale gas exploration. 
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please keep your 


Send us your Uoelbau mud: ££££ 
letter to 300 words or less Lake Worth; FL 33460 


COLLECTlVE@EARTHFIRSTJOURNAL.ORG 


Dear Shit Fer Brains 



Dear EF!J Editor (+Everybody)— 

Sorry it took so long to get back 
to you. You’ll note from my return ad¬ 
dress that I transferred to the supermax 
and it took a minute for my Manci 
mail to catch up to me. Good news 
is, right after I got here, I received my 
Brigid 2013 issue that the fascists with¬ 
held. Inside, I found the 12 Monkey 
update from the EF! News , and publi¬ 
cation of one of my poems! 

How awesome is thafi\ 

....Thank you for the birthday 
wishes, and thank you (and ev¬ 
eryone at EF!]) for publication of 
my work, but more importantly, 
for being able to hear me. The US 
confines almost 3 million people. 
We are invisible and voiceless, as 
the salmon, as the redwood, as the 
indigenous peoples, as the whales 
and wolves and the 234 species that 
disappear daily or whatever obscene 
number it is. We are warred against. 
I am not silent now. I am not 

invisible. 

Your readers can hear me and see me. You have given me a great gift. 
You have made me real to others. 

Thank you. 

I am writing for my life... 

—Sean Swain 

#243-203, OSP, 878 Coitsville-Hubbard Rd., Youngstown, OH 
44305, USA 

Dear SFB, 

...Before I go, gotta tell you how COOL the Summer 2013 Earth 
First! News is/was. Boca Raton, FL activists fucked w/ a Prison-for-Profit 
joint! I LOVED IT! But not as much as the Activists in Italy Free Ani¬ 
mals and Sabotage Laboratory block! They saved almost 100 unidenti¬ 
fied critters & messed w/the “researchers” BAD! And folks protesting a 
“Willits Bypass”- lotsa BRAVE People making a diffl And ALF Destroys 
200 Fur Traps In Ontario- OMG, how WONDERFUL!!! And all that 
on ONE page (pg 2). I have often felt that EF! does not pay enough 
attention to the parts of Earth that are living & mobile, and those blurbs 
are GREAT. Aww, geez, DON’T you DARE think I’m being critical! EF! 
is the best thing going, & I know it. 

—Fran Thompson 

#1090915, CCC, 3151 Litton Drive, Chillicothe, MO 64601, USA 

A friend passed this on from Fran. She is serving life plus 10 years for the 
self-defense killing of a man who broke into her home. Before her imprison¬ 
ment, Fran was an eco, animal and anti-nuke activist. 



Dear shit for brains and You Know Who You Ares, 

Dear Campaigners, 

Fuck Campaigns! 

Dear Neoludites, 

Stop Posting On Facecrack! 

Dear “The Hunger Games” Fans, 

Panagioti Secretly Believes In The Full Potential of Each 
One Of You! 

Dear Southern Section KXL protestors, 

That Shit Is Already In the Ground, Try Some New 
Tactics! 

Dear Rowdy Individuals At The Rondy, 

Keep it Real! 

Dear DGR, 

FUCK YOU! 

Dear individuals who have been through EF! trainings, 
If you have the skills use them! If you think you need 
practice... Fake it till you make it! 

Dear Action Camps, 

Fuck Action Camps! 

Dear Social Ecologist Cult Members, 

Stop ruining the work of a great anarchist philosopher! 

Dear OWS, 

Whats Up? It would be awesome if you could get 700 
people to block the Brooklyn Bridge again! 

Dear ELF, 

I Miss You... You never write anymore! 

Dear Anti-Oppressionist, 

How do we make room for dissent? How do we make 
room for those that do not have similar worldviews? 

Dear Earth First!, 

Let us remember those who have come before us: “Words 
of wisdom to all ELF and ALF warriors out there: Stay 
away from your old friends and familiar above ground 
political scenes; don’t use computers or telephones for 
anything; don’t put any faith in techy gadgets; keep it 
simple; never use your own vehicle or those of other 
activists; physical exercise (think of the embarrassment of 
being run down by a cop); and don’t pinch pennies, your 
freedom is worth the few extra bucks it costs to increase 
your security. Pray to the powers of Earth for guidance— 
stealth of Cougar, night sight of Owl, like lightning, the 
power to strike your enemies suddenly and return home 
safely. I love you all, and I’m praying for you to make it 
count. Maximum destruction! Not minimum damage.” 
-Rod Coronado 

Love and Rage, 

—thethingsuthinkaboutbeforegoingtobed 
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SABBING 

the UK Badger Cull 

by xBrackenx 


Nothing could have prepared me for the sound of a 
gunshot echoing through the countryside in the middle 
of the night. The noise goes right through me and I know 
that it can only mean one thing: The killing has started. 
My heart begins to beat faster as I reach for my horn. 

I take a deep breath and blow. The sound travels across 
the valley piercing the cold air just as the gunshot did 
moments earlier. Next to me friends are shouting at the 
top of their lungs, others are shining lights down into the 
woods; anything we can do to make our presence known. 

In the distance a pair of headlights turn on and 
screech towards us. We run. We re not sure who is behind 
the wheel but were not willing to wait around and find 
out. As we run along the footpath back to our vehicle 
the car pulls up at a gate. We hit the deck. Lying in the 
cold, damp grass we watch as several figures get out of the 
car and begin shining their torches over the field. They 
open the gate and enter the field, walking towards us, the 
beams from their torches just over our heads. 

We hold our breath and hope for the best. If they’re 
police, were prepared to get arrested; if they’re marks¬ 
men, we’re prepared to defend ourselves. They get closer 
and we decide that whoever it is, we need to make the 
first move, so we stand up and walk towards them. We 
turn on our lights and our spirits are lifted as we discover 
that they are in fact other hunt saboteurs, out to stop the 
barbaric slaughter of badgers, just like we are! 

This is the reality of trying to sabotage the badger cull. 
Battle lines are being drawn across the English country¬ 
side as hunt saboteurs and other anti-cull activists have 
descended on Somerset and Gloucestershire to stop the 
bloody slaughter of up to five thousand badgers by the 
Conservative-led government. The cull, masterminded 
by Defra (Department for Environment, Food and Ru¬ 
ral Affairs) is supposed to prevent the spread of bovine 


tuberculosis (bTB) amongst cattle, though the science 
behind this is very flimsy. 

The cull, which started at the end of August, is due to 
last six weeks during which time trained marksmen plan 
on killing up to 70 percent of the badger populations in 
two areas covering over 300 square kilometers. The bad¬ 
gers will be lured to bait points where they will be shot 
with high-powered rifles. Those badgers who aren’t killed 
outright will flee, being left to suffer a slow and painful 
death. The dead will be rounded up and offered up to De¬ 
fra for the sickening price of £10 ($16) a head, at which 
point they will be tested for bTB—only after they have 
been killed. 

Defra and it head, Owen Paterson, have faced strong 
opposition from large sectors of the public. From animal 
welfare groups to Brian May from the band Queen, hun¬ 
dreds of thousands of people have stepped up and added 
their voices to the cull resistance. Groups have formed 
across the country and people are traveling hundreds of 
miles to the two cull zones in Somerset and Glouces¬ 
tershire. Organized “Badger Walks” are wandering the 
footpaths on the lookout for marksmen, while “Wound¬ 
ed Badger Patrols” scour the area in the day to look for 
injured badgers. Lots of people have begun organizing 
themselves into small autonomous groups, filling up cars 
with friends and driving into the cull zones to take action 
against the killing. 

One group that is keen to see the badger cull go ahead 
is the National Farmers Union (NFU). The NFU is a pow¬ 
erful lobbying group that represents the rich land-owning 
gentry which make up the majority of the Conservative 
Party’s voter base. They have been fighting a media war 
with badger campaigners trying to play themselves off as 
the victims of bTB. Farmers have flocked to the major 
news outlets to shed false tears about how they’ve had 
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to slaughter thousands of their animals because of bTB, 
despite the fact that these people are in the business of 
killing animals anyway! They are complaining about the 
high loss of revenue from lost livestock, despite the large 
subsidies paid to farmers by the UK government. 

Days before the cull started the NFU took out a High 
Court Injunction against anti-cull campaigners in an at¬ 
tempt to criminalize any form of peaceful protest. The 
injunction, which was approved by the court, made it a 
crime to use flashlights over a certain lumen, make noise 
above a certain decibel, trespass on land belonging to 
farmers involved in the cull, intimidate or harass people 
involved in the cull, hold demos near the homes of farm¬ 
ers or Defra offices, fly remote controlled aircraft 
into the cull zones, and a host of other tactics in¬ 
volved with the anti-cull efforts. 

The injunction has had little effect though. 
Determined people have flocked to the cull 
zones regardless of court orders. The high cost 
of policing the cull and low police budgets have 
meant that there have been very few police on 
the ground in the area. The NFU has resorted to 
hiring their own security to patrol and harass anti¬ 
cull campaigners. 

One group that is taking direct action to stop 
the cull are the Hunt Saboteurs. Usually better 
suited to sabotaging fox hunts, we have been 
adapting our skills to prevent the killing of bad¬ 
gers. There are several Hunt Saboteur groups 
across the country, organized autonomously un¬ 
der the banner of the “Hunt Saboteurs Associa¬ 
tion.” These groups have 50 years of experience 
intervening in bloodsports from fox hunting to 
grouse shoots; from mink hunts to hare coursing. 
Some are veterans of the previous round of badger 
culls which took place between 1998 and 2007. 

Many of the tactics that we are using have come 
about through long discussions. None of us have 
done this before. The previous badger cull utilized 
cage trapping, which required anti-cull groups to 
comb the countryside for traps and destroy them. 
This time around, it is completely different—we 
are looking for small groups of marksmen who are using 
night-vision goggles and silencers. They’re making as little 
noise as possible and practically no light. Despite this we 
are determined to do whatever we can to stop the cull and 
save lives. 

A night out in the cull zone tends to be different ev¬ 
ery time. We generally begin at 6:00 pm and drive to the 
zone, which can take up to two hours. As we approach 
the zone we phone other groups in the area and begin 


Useful Links: 

BADGER-KILLERS.COM 

HUNTSABS.ORG 

TBFREEENGLAND.UK.COM 
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surveying what has been going on. People have been in the zones 
all day keeping an eye out for the marksmen and noting their 
locations. Several others patrol the zone on foot, checking known 
badger dens—known as “setts”—and removing bait points. 

When we arrive we head for where the last gunshots were 
heard. Often by the time a gunshot has been heard it is too late, 
but sometimes we are in a position to stop the hunters. Several 
times groups have come across marksmen and managed to flush 
them out of woods or fields. Other times we simply take to high 
ground and wait. Surveying the area around us, we sit and listen 
for the sound of gunshots or look for lights in the distance. We 
are in constant contact with other sab groups, and if we see any¬ 
thing we immediately report it. 

Hunt sabotage isn’t the only tactic being used to stop the cull. 
On the night of August 26, the night the cull started, members 
of the “Angry Foxes Cell” in collaboration with “ACAB burned 
down the under-construction police firearms training center in 
Portishead, near Bristol. According to the communique, post¬ 
ed on Bristol Indymedia: “[a]fter climbing into the quarry we 
used accelerant to burn the major electrical cables at five junction 
points throughout the complex, and doused and lighted a pallet 
of electrical fittings and wires. More than twelve hours later the 
fire is still burning. It put smiles on our faces to realize how easy it 
was to enter their gun club and leave a ‘fuck you signature right 
in the belly of the beast, with a curious fox as our only witness.” 

They continued: “The night of our action coincides with the 
announced start of the planned cull of wild badgers in the south¬ 
west of England. Through attempting to facilitate the cull and 
stop resistance the police shore up the interests of agricultural 
industry and the land owning classes. We hope this will be one of 
many rebellions against this slaughter. Because the state and cor¬ 
porate security forces are integral to this world of exploitation and 
authority.” They signed off by saying, “The struggle will continue 
until all are wild and free.” 

As we patrol the fields and footpaths around the cull zone we 
are treated to the wonders of British wildlife that few people get 
to see. Foxes, rabbits, deer, hares, bats, pheasants and even the 
odd badger wander past us almost oblivious to the killing that is 
going on around them. The land beneath our feet is owned and 
managed by the farmers whose benefit this cull is apparently for, 
yet the animals do not let this stop them. They persevere and con¬ 
tinue to live as they have done for thousands of years, before the 
forests were destroyed and the cattle moved in. It gives us hope 
that if they can resist the destruction of their habitat by industrial 
agriculture then maybe we can fight back and stop this cull. For 
the sake of the animals, and all that is wild.^C 

xBrackenx is a Hunt Saboteur from Bristol UK. When they are not 
out saving wildlife they are involved in their local animal liberation 
group. They are a vegan, straight edge anarchist with a love for Brit¬ 
ish wildlife , prison abolition and punk rock. 
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After climbing into the 

quarry we used accelerant 
to burn the major electrical 
cables at five junction points 
throughout the complex, 
and doused and lighted a 
pallet of electrical fittings 
and wires. More than twelve 
hours later the fire is still 
burning. It put smiles on our 
faces to realize how easy it 
was to enter their gun club 
and leave a fuck you signa¬ 
ture right in the belly of the 
beast, with a curious fox as 
our only witness. 
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An Excerpt from a 
Statement by One of 
Two Activists Facing 
"Terrorism Hoax” 
Charges, a Potential 
10 Year Sentence, 
for Dropping This 
Banner »»»> 


I know the sound of 
terrorism. I felt the Murrah 
Building Bombing shake 
my body; I will never 
forget. My grandfather, 
a doctor, provided free 
medical care for those 
wounded. I was chosen 
to paint a tile for the 
memorial. Calling non¬ 
violent, peaceful protesting 
“terrorism” is an insult to 
all of those who suffered 
due to the indiscriminate 
violence that ensued April 
19,1995. 

Activism that is 
attempting to protect land 
and lives in Oklahoma is 
not terrorism. Charging 
us with “terrorism 
hoax” for hanging up 
a glittery banner is 
insulting, inconsiderate, 
and disrespectful to all of 
those who have actually 
experienced terrorist 
violence. 

TransCanada 
Corporation has been 
encouraging the police 
to charge environmental 
activists w T ith varying 
charges that contain the 
word “terrorism” in order 
to scare and silence dissent. 


I grew up in Oklahoma 
chasing thunderstorms and 
running barefoot in pas¬ 
tures. I know the smell of a 
tornado. I know Oklahoma 
streams and smiles and 
sunsets and open spaces. 

I also know Oklahoma 
heartache. 

I know what fracking 
flaring looks like, when 
the excess natural gas is 
burned off into the air, 
sometimes for weeks, 
months, or years on end. 

I know what the water 
looks like after a frack site 
has wreaked its havoc, and 
I know what cancer looks 
like after the water has 
gone bad and the flares 
stop burning. 


Your support is needed! Visit Great Plains Tar Sands Resistance 
for more information: gptarsandsresistance.org 
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PROTESTER 

motivations 

by Eamon Farrelly 

Early this summer I got an email from a friend who is an anti- 
tar sands activist. The message contained a link and password 
to view a Power Point presentation that had been assembled by 
TransCanada, the oil firm behind the Keystone XL Pipeline, 
and presented to law enforcement agents, including the FBI, 
in Nebraska. 

My mugshot was in one of the slides, along with the mug- 
shots of almost everyone else who had been arrested taking 
action against the Keystone XL pipeline in Texas. This pre¬ 
sentation had been discovered by a Freedom of Information 
Act request submitted by BOLD Nebraska. One of the items 
most focused on by the media was the fact that the presentation 
contained suggested charges to be used against anyone caught 
blockading construction of the pipeline, including a suggestion 
that law enforcement look into applicable terrorism charges. 

While it is frustrating to see each and every new aberration 
of the so-called “justice” system, these things no longer take me 
by surprise. We live in the country with the highest incarcera¬ 
tion rate in the world, and a penal system that blatantly targets 
non-white people. We live in a country where it’s a crime to 
even unknowingly cause a “public disturbance near a security 
event,” yet it is not a crime to contaminate rivers with mercu¬ 
ry or glyphosate; where it is not a crime to eliminate the last 
standing old growth forests; and where it is not a crime to drive 
up the child leukemia rate in a community by emitting tox¬ 
ins from refineries (as long as that community is poor and not 
white). We live in a country where causing illness and death is 
absolutely welcomed, as long as it is done 
slowly and indirectly, and as long as you 
make a lot of money doing it. But stand 
on a street corner with a sign demanding 
accountability or climb a tree in a bull¬ 
dozer’s path and you get tasers, pepper 
spray, beatings, felony charges, conspiracy 
charges, grand jury investigations, absurd¬ 
ly high bails, and a corporate media that 
fawns over law enforcement. 

Reading through the presentation, 
what bothered me the most was a short 
section titled “Protester Motivations.” The 
drafters of the presentation cherry-picked 
three short quotes, containing no real content, that people had 
given at various times to the media. The section painted pro¬ 
testers” as aimless hobbyists who have no real qualms with the 
oil and gas industry, who have no understanding one way or 
the other concerning the ramifications of climate change, who 
don’t give a damn about lives being lost, human and not. Nope, 
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we’re just a bunch of weirdos who have nothing better to do 
than be wet and cold in the backwoods, like spoiled children 
who would be off spray painting walls or smoking pot in our 
parents’ basements if we weren’t “protesting.” 

I’m not naive. Of course TransCanada staff aren’t going to 
compile a presentation detailing exactly how many lies they ve 
told the public, how much land they’ve seized through emi¬ 
nent domain, or how much they skimp on 
pipeline safety—let alone rise to a level of 
honesty where they would own up to poi¬ 
soning the land the Athabasca Chipewyan 
people still live off of in Alberta, Canada, 
or to the level of climatic damage mining, 
processing, and burning tar sands is go¬ 
ing to level on all living beings on planet 
Earth. 

My frustration is ultimately with the 
deception of the entire culture, the self-de¬ 
lusion that is necessary for the entire death 
machine that is industrial capitalism to 
function. Lies, stacked on lies, buried un¬ 
der yet more lies, without which a dedicated FBI agent might 
not feel that the best use of their time was to monitor the small 
handful of people who actually care about something other 
than televised sports, and are willing to get off the couch and 
demonstrate it. The same lies that corporate paper pushers tell 
themselves so they’ll suffer morning traffic day after day on 
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My primary 

motivation for being 
away from my family 
and dangling sixty 
feet in the air is not 
watching everyone and 
everything I love go 
fucking extinct! 
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Define, Divide & Conquer 

by Niko 

There is a very fine line between a corporations “Public Relations” (PR) work 
and what it does to destroy its antagonists. Over the past thirty years, giant 
PR firms have been transforming into intelligence agencies, and their primary 
target has been activists. 

The intent was to never let activists know that this strategy—deemed the 
“Duchin Formula”—was being used; unfortunately for them, the Anonymous 
hacker Jeremy Hammond was successful in releasing over 5.2 million emails 
and their attachments to WikiLeaks. He faces up to ten years in prison for this 
courageous action. 

Though we don’t like these corporations, it would benefit us to understand 
the strategies they are using against our movements. These strategies—pio¬ 
neered by the now defunct public relations firm Pagan Industries, and still used 
by intelligence giants such as Mongoven, Biscoe, Duchin and eventually Strat- 
for—entail placing activists and organizations into four categories: Realists, 
Idealists, Opportunists, and Radicals. Realists are those who are “aware” of the 
limitations of the movement, and seek to find the “best” solution for everyone; 
Idealists want a utopia and don’t understand the real world; Opportunists are 
in the movement for their own gain; and Radicals see the whole system as in¬ 
herently corrupt and in need of transformation. Ihe next steps are (seemingly) 
very simple: isolate and discredit the Radicals, convince the Idealists of the real 
consequences of their actions and turn them into Realists, compromise with 
the Realists, and let the Opportunists in on the profits. 

The “Duchin Formula” is now being used against environmental groups 
fighting fossil fuel extraction. In 2010, Stratfor gave a Powerpoint presentation 
to the oil company Suncor to explain to them how to best navigate the resistance 
to Alberta tar sands extraction. This presentation is now available to the public, 
and we stand to learn a lot from its contents. 

The presentation’s goal is clearly the co-opting of environmental and social 
justice movements. In a later slide, Stratfor shows how easy it is to take a de¬ 
mand made by activists and transform it into a moderate reform. 

What the presentation ignores might be as important as what it explains; 
nowhere does it mention how to attack groups that refuse to “demand” any¬ 
thing, and simply get in the way of a company’s work. It seems that extractive 
industries rely on campaigns prioritizing publicity and negotiation over action, 
and it is negotiation and PR work that industry giants are clearly very good at, 
Phis isn’t to say that countering their misinformation isn’t useful; building the 
power of independent media is an essential part of destroying the extractive 
industry as a whole. However, direct action seems to be the only strategy that 
extractive industry and their intel cronies have no response to. If we can be 
Idealists in the future we imagine for the world, Realists in the way we prefig¬ 
ure that future today, Opportunists in the creation of better lives through our 
action, and Radicals in our attack on the forces of oppression there will be no 
intelligence that can stop us. 

Niko was a short-term editor on the journal Collective in the summer of 2013. 
Titan ks Niko for holding it down through the hot summer! To find about short-term 
employment at the EF!J office, e-mail us: collective@earthfirstjournal.org. 


their way to the office where they can play their 
small part in mass extinction. These are the same 
lies we tell ourselves when we sit back down in 
our houses, hiding in our comfortable lives, pre¬ 
tending that we have no stake in the game and 
that we are powerless to affect it in any way. 

If the NS A, FBI and DHS goons really need 
to understand “protester motivations,” well hell’s 
bells, just ask! I’d tell them, “My primary moti¬ 
vation for being away from my family and dan¬ 
gling sixty feet in the air is not watching everyone 
and everything I love go fucking extinct! Yes, this 
is a possibility, if not a probability now. I know 
that your pea brains function on a need-to-know 
basis, and if someone you consider higher than 
yourself on the human hierarchy doesn’t tell you 
to believe something, you won’t believe it. If you 
have an iota of cerebral capacity that hasn’t been 
completely radiated into gray mush by years of 
state sponsored propagandizing and Pavlovian 
boot-licking, know this: Industrial activity has 
set in motion a series of events that through pos¬ 
itive feedback loops have the very real potential 
of wiping out the life support systems of the 
planet. If there is any hope left, any at all, it is 
in the abolition of the fossil fuel industry, and 
in the dissolution of capitalism. Every time you 
use the force of your weaponry and your fists to 
remove those who are in the way of the expan¬ 
sion of the fossil fuel industry, you directly aid in 
the holocaust that is now consuming upwards of 
two hundred species per day; a holocaust which 
will lead to the collapse of the global biosphere if 
it is not immediately halted.” 

I’d say, “I’m a human being who still gives a 
fuck, and who hasn’t been morally and spiritual¬ 
ly crushed despite the best efforts of those who 
profit from the silence and complacency of the 
masses in the face of genocide. As a person of 
conscience and soul, I am not willing to stand by 
as the forests fall, as the waters run black, and as 
the least guilty among us are continually exploit¬ 
ed and made to suffer the most. 

“And TransCanada, your Power Point got 
one thing right. You’ll see me again.”^ 

Eamon Farrelly is a frothing-at-the-mouth biocen¬ 
trist who wastes his time giving a damn about pre¬ 
serving wild habitat. He spent eight months with 
the Tarsands Blockade in Texas y and now lives off 
the grid in the back hills of occupied Shawnee ter¬ 
ritory with his partner, where he spends his time 
seeding wild edible perennials and scheming with 
local forest defenders. 
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LATCH KEY 

PROMETHEUS: 

How I Became the First ELF Cell... 

o non-admission of guilt 


by Michael Loadenthal 


The first Earth Liberation Front (ELF) 
action in the United States may have been 
inadvertently carried out by an eight year- 
old me. Though I can’t remember the 
month, in or around 1991 I set fire to a 
house under construction in a plot of land 
adjacent to my home; a plot that up until a 
few months prior was a spotty field—a mini 
woods, one could say. When they began 
construction on the new homes, the woods 
changed. What were once woods where the 
older kids went to smoke cigarettes, kiss 
and occasionally drink, rapidly became a 
clearcut, then staked-out holes, then wood 
frames, then homes. 

Later a road was built, Dick Avenue. 
Seriously. “Dick Ave” connected two small 
parallel streets in a suburban city of 40,000. 
After the construction that cut through the 
woods, when you drove up Dick to your left 
and right were houses, maybe eight in all. 
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Yes, my actions 

were more mischief 
than an orches¬ 
trated campaign of 
ecotage, but may¬ 
be these ideas and 
methods are just 
ingrained in us. 
We were all born 
in times more wild 
than our present 
and maybe we have 
an innate desire for 
less houses, less 
roads, less metal 
towers and power 
lines. 


Before these became houses they 
were holes with mountains of dirt be¬ 
side them. During this time my friends 
and I would climb these giant dirt piles 
after the workers left for the day. This 
is what we did after we got home from 
school; latch key kids with some time 
to kill. So we played on the giant hills 
and did our best to cause avalanches, 
filling the carefully dug basements with 
rubble and dirt. Sometimes we brought 
tools to make the process seem more 
professional. Other times we just used 
large rocks, wooden stakes and our 
hands to dig. 

Once the holes became filled with 
concrete to form basements, and the 
wood began to arrive in earnest, we 
quickly changed our strategy. We be¬ 
gan a concerted effort to relocate the 
survey stakes which served to guide the 
constructions dimensions and mea¬ 
surements. We made as much havoc 
as we could with their planning. Why? 
Because we were mad that they had tak¬ 
en our woods, our place to explore and 
eventually smoke and kiss and drink. 
We lost our blackberry bushes and the 
wild raspberry bushes that we ate from 
every year. For years prior we had for¬ 
aged for this wild suburban fruit and 
loved it. When they bought the woods, 
they chopped it all down. 

Once the stakes were no longer 
necessary and larger pieces of wood 
began to arrive, we made haste to 
syphon as much material as we could— 
two-by-fours, plywood, nails and giant 
misshaped pieces of various materials. 
We took plastic siding and rope. We 
took what we could carry. Hell, the 
only thing separating us from the 
construction work was 10 yards and a 
large wood fence that one could climb 
over, under, or through. 

We took all of these things and 
made piles beneath the skeleton of a 
swing set. Using the wood, nails, rope, 
and a few hammers from my garage, 
we nailed the wood into and around 
the swing set, creating levels to stand 


atop, walls, a roof of sorts, and a door. 
Within a week the swing set, which 
could be easily seen from the street, 
was huge. It looked like an old Scottish 
castle, or an Earth First! roadblock in 
Cascadia. 

Eventually the construction compa¬ 
ny saw the fort built from their materi¬ 
als and told my mom. We had to stop 
stealing their wood, but the fort stayed 
up for weeks. 

A few months down the line the 
homes began to take shape. Walls, sid¬ 
ing, roofs, wiring and chimneys...the 
latter two our main enemies. We laid 
waste to as much wiring as we could 
find. We used a small golden knife with 
a blade no longer than two inches. It 
was my father s from the Marine Corps. 
The delicate blade rotated safely into a 
golden metal casing, and on the back 
was a clip for your belt. We used that 
knife to make scores of cuts throughout 
the homes. Sometimes we hid the cuts 
in clever places so the location would 
be difficult to find and fix. We did this 
relentlessly but with an irregular sched¬ 
ule so as not to be caught. Sometimes 
when we would begin a day of cutting, 
we would find the previous day s work 
repaired with electrical tape. So we 
made new cuts, reaffixed the tape, and 
moved on. 

And the chimneys? We would haul 
up the biggest objects we could find, 
stand on top of the house at the en¬ 
trance of the chimney, and just toss 
down whatever we could. One time it 
was an old computer monitor, anoth¬ 
er time parts of a new toilet left on a 
property. Mostly it was roofing tiles 
and bricks left out for future work. 
This was the most nihilistic part of the 
campaign. Hurling bricks and red roof¬ 
ing tiles down a chimney and straight 
onto the concrete basement floor left 
debris piles of enormous proportions. 

I remember tossing bricks into a base¬ 
ment just to see how loud a sound we 
could make. After all, we were angry. 
They had taken our woods, our zone of 






r 



opacity, and turned it into private space. 

So, on to the main event. 

During this time in my life my friends and I had a 
profound interest in fire, as many kids do at that age. 
We loved filling scavenged containers with various liquids 
and seeing if a good wick would set them alight. Hair- 
spray, gasoline, cleaning chemicals, matches, fireworks 
all readily available in homes. Well, when our fondness 
for fire found empty lots, we knew we had a playground. 
Most days we would make fires in the areas just below 
a giant rock and dirt pile. After we lit the milk jug or 
whatever, and the flame got too large, we would panic 
and cover it with dirt, extinguishing the fire. But one day 
it didn’t go so smoothly. 

We lit a fire adjacent to the bare wood structure of 
a new home. Not all of the houses were being finished 
at the same rate and this one was still in its early stages 
with rock piles and some wood rafters. On this particular 
day, a friend and I took a couple of two-liter soda bottles 
and cut the tops off with our small knife. We tied them 
side-by-side, creating two open chambers. Inside of the 
frame we put a ton of matches, poured some grill starter 
on top, then a layer of loosely packed newspaper. Draped 
over both open top plastic bottles was a rag sprinkled in 
gasoline from the tank of our family hedge clipper. We 
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made a long skinny fuse from cardboard, placed the end 
in the container atop the newspaper, lit it, and backed up 
to watch the show. 

The cardboard burned, slowly but surely, towards the 
two containers and the gas rag. When it came to nearly 
touch the rag the fumes ignited. The burning rag was in¬ 
stantly hot enough to light the newspaper below, and fi¬ 
nally the soaked matches. A final blast of blue heat melted 
the containers and the fire accelerated with added oxygen 
and exploded out the sides, expanding laterally. We knew 
that while we had succeeded in making a cool fire show, 
it was burning far more than our typical creations. This 
one was pluming thick black smoke clearly visible from 
my home and that of my neighbors. We tried to kick it 
over by avalanching a pile of dirt on top of it, but instead 
the fire just fell onto the outer structure of the home. The 
structure began to burn. Wooden walls were blackened. 

Through a panicked yet concerted effort, we were even¬ 
tually able to put the fires out. The area stunk like burned 
wood and plastic, and the half-charred incendiary device 
was somewhere in the mix of rubble. Our hands were black 
from handling burned wood. We did our best to hide it. 
We tried to kick apart the wood so that it wouldn’t be so 
clear that it was burned. An FBI forensics team would 
have just laughed. We left evidence in troves I m sure; from 
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footprints and DNA to handprints left in blacked soot and 
ash. And let’s not forget we were already on their radar for 
stealing all their wood and nails. Hell, we were nearly the 
closest neighbors. After quickly trying to make the area 
look less conspicuous, we all dispersed and went home. 

Soon enough there was a knock on my front door. My 
mom answered the door and I listened from the top of 
the stairs. I was in the bathroom trying in vain to wash 
off the black soot from my hands and face—I hadn’t yet 
had the time to change out of my clothes which I’m sure 
stunk like Fd been at a campfire all afternoon. It couldn’t 
have been later than seven at night and some man was at 
my door telling my mother what happened in a home be¬ 
ing built adjacent to our backyard. While my mom knew 
I was a bit of a mischievous, criminally-minded kid, she 
read this guy carefully. He seemed to have no evidence 
that it was me. It was certainly someone, but my only 
connection was circumstantial history with the construc¬ 
tion. No one saw me there. And so my mom told the man 
that I had been home the last few hours. He pushed back 
but she stood her ground. She protected her son even 
though she did not know where I had been all afternoon. 
She probably also had her suspicions that I in fact did do 
it. When your eight-year-old son comes in from playing 
and rushes right upstairs to take a bath, it sets off mommy 
radar that he is hiding something. 

My mom asked me about it as soon as the man left. I 
don’t remember what I said but I probably just denied it. 

I knew nothing good could come from telling her I set a 
fire and destroyed private property. She probably didn’t 
believe me, but she let it go, as she knew that the in¬ 
teraction with the contractor reenacted with a guilty son 
could quickly become a police matter no one wanted. So 
my mom protected her family and hid my criminal acts. 

We’d dropped the dirt into the holes, de-staked their 
surveyors, stole their walls and nails, cut their wires and 
wrote dirty words in black marker in the wood and in 
the wet cement. We’d smashed their materials through 
their chimneys because we were angry. We were bored, 
unsupervised, and mischievous. We had a politics of 
sorts behind it—not quite an anti-authoritarian critique 
of suburban sprawl, or a goal of re-wilding through 
economic sabotage and property destruction, but we 
understood two key concepts: direct action and propa¬ 
ganda of the deed. We knew that if we wanted some¬ 
thing stopped we had to do it ourselves. We thought 
that if we did it, maybe others would see and be inspired 
to follow. So we tried to frustrate the developers, make it 
more costly, with the naivety that they might relinquish 
and cancel the development. Somehow this would bring 
back the woods. 


Movement history tells us that the Earth Liberation 
Front emerged in this country in 1996 on Columbus 
Day. On that night, clandestine activists in Oregon glued 
the locks and graffitied political messages at three sites: a 
Chevron station, a public relations office, and a McDon¬ 
alds. Some of the graffiti included the letters ELF. 

Sorry to say, movement scribes, but my campaign 
was earlier than that. We never wrote a communique. 
Never named the action or the group. There was no ELF 
moniker to adopt, and if there had been, we wouldn’t 
have heard about it or understood it anyway. So maybe 
we weren’t the ELF per se, but a few years later when I 
heard about them I remembered our small strikes against 
a developer. By 1998 the ELF was in full swing setting 
fires at the USDA in Olympia, US Forest Industries in 
Oregon, and the infamous ski lodge in Vail, Colorado. 

Yes, my actions were more mischief than an orchestrated 
campaign of ecotage, but maybe these ideas and methods 
are just ingrained in us. We were all born in times more 
wild than our present, and maybe we have an innate desire 
for less houses, less roads, less metal towers and power 
lines. Maybe the drive towards technological cyber society 
is a suicidal path as Jensen, Kaczynski, Zerzen, and some 
climatologists, biologists and zoologists would claim. 
Maybe, just maybe, kids are better at perceiving this than 
the rest of us. We know banking, we know traffic jams, we 
know that the homes we cringe at are the homes we one 
day want for our families. Maybe before we see the utility 
in it all, and get comfortable with the unnecessary ease and 
luxury of modern civilization, we know a more pure, less 
adulterated version of what this world could be. 

For a child, a field is best left a field. In a field, a wood, 
a creek, or some trees in a yard, we have small temporary 
autonomous zones, areas of opacity, concealed amongst 
the wasteland of homes, commercial real-estate, parking 
lots, mega retail and industrial infrastructure. 

If we want to steer this world onto a positive, non- 
suicidal, non-destructive path, we need to encourage and 
foster more of the wild and less of the concrete. More fields 
and less strip malls. More forests and less McMansions. 
More community and less gated cul-de-sacs.^ 

Michael Loadenthal finds himself in the Midwest these days 
multi-tasking as a father y conspirator and writer. Over the 
past 15 years he has organized amongst a variety of global 
direct action movements, and is currently (yet another) 
precariously-employed adjunct and grad student. Looking 
back , he still believes in the cleansing power of fire. He can 
be reached at mloadenthal.wordpress.com, or summoned 
by chanting his name three times while clutching a 12-inch 
pry bar... his favorite size. 
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2013 RRR REPORTBACK 

by Nettle 


The 2013 Earth First! Round River Rendezvous, or Summer Rondy, was organized 
by Croatan Earth First!. We can thank the organizers for many things: a well-pro¬ 
moted event that brought over 300 people to the Pisgah National Forest, a beautiful 
site location with hidden waterfalls in a de-commissioned campground, a diversity 
of workshops—and we can thank them for keeping their shit together while the 
heaviest rainfall in recent North Carolina history tried its hardest to put a damper 
on our Rondy. 

There were jokes that this was the “River Road Rondy” as paths became flowing 
streams navigated by brave bare-footers who kept the Katuah EF! Street Medics very 
busy. Folks from Everybody’s Kitchen kept camp morale high with three hot meals a 
day, plus tea and coffee. Action camp infrastructure at its finest, sprinkled with a few 
“oh shit” moments that kept the organizers on their toes. 

An awesome welcome packet informed all Rondy attendees of the land we had 
come to visit—a mix of deciduous and evergreen trees, hemlocks and tulip poplar, 
yellow birch and beech, magnolias, maples, hickories, and rocky stream-side trees such 
as mountain laurel and rhododendron. Around camp one could easily find stinging 
nettles, black cohosh, agrimony and queen of the meadow. Whippoorwills and barred 
owls could be heard throughout the night. In the day you may have heard the hammer¬ 
ing of red bellied woodpeckers or caught a glimpse of the bright red male cardinals. The 
welcome packet also informed us of some of the dynamic history of the people of this 
land—including escaped slave rebellions and indigenous resistance from the eastern 
swamps to the western woodlands. It is an important reminder of our responsibility as 
organizers to seek out and share the history of the stolen land we live on. It is hard to 
protect that of which we have little knowledge. 
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The “What is Earth First!?” workshops were filled with 
background and history of our movement for newcomers 
and were a great time for storytelling by those who have 
been around for a while. Plant walks occurred when the rain 
took a break, and at most times of the day three workshops 
were held simultaneously, touching on many topics, includ¬ 
ing reintroduction of red wolves to North Carolina, radical 
mycology, the Earth First! Journal and new media projects 
of the movement, security culture, propaganda for revo¬ 
lutionaries, digital security for luddites, first-aid training, 
deep ecology, eco-feminism, and the history and future of 
the animal liberation movement. Several panels were held, 
including one on biocentrism and another on local environ¬ 
mental justice struggles. Workshops that had a specifically 
anti-oppression focus were offered every day to encourage 
all camp participants to attend. These workshops included 
Decolonization Training, Struggling Towards Solidarity, 
Intersectionality of Oppression, Environmental Racism & 
Solidarity Organizing, and Cultural Appropriation and You. 

The last couple years have brought a large influx of new 
folks to the Eirth First! movement. Some are getting plugged 
in through tar sands resistance, others are finding their way 
through animal rights campaigns or through anti-fracking 
movements in their home bioregions, and there’s also a slow 
return of Old Guard EF!ers. With all the tools in the toolbox, 
Earth First! will continue to carve out our place in environ¬ 
mental movement history as the rabble rousers who never 
compromise our beliefs in defense of all things wild! These are 
the core goals of the Round River Rendezvous: to strengthen 
our movement, our strategies and our tactics. 

One of the metrics we have to measure the success of 
our movement can be gathered at x>ur Bioregional Round¬ 
ups. This is a mapping of new and seasoned groups that 
are protecting wilderness from the regions they call home. 
This year’s roundup informed us of the battles that are being 
waged against resource extraction industries in the US: in¬ 
tensive logging plans in Cascadia, increases in fracking, the 
path of destruction carved out by the Keystone XL pipeline, 
threatened wilderness habitats of South Florida; unfortu¬ 
nately the list goes on. Where industries destroy the earth, 
Earth Firsders are there, slowing down the machine and dis¬ 
rupting business, as usual. 

There were criticisms at this year’s Rondy that not 
enough space was held for discussions on the oppression 
that is seen and felt within Earth First! and in most of the 
environmental groups organizing in the United States to¬ 
day. In response to this, impromptu discussions were held 
where folks shared ideas and methods for avoiding oppres¬ 
sive behaviors, as well as tips for all organizers to keep in 
mind when hosting an environmentally-focused event on 
stolen land. 


It seemed to me that the organizers of the Rondy, and 
most participants, were grateful for and receptive to the 
constructive criticism, and are committed to protecting 
biodiversity with anti-racism, anti-oppression and decol¬ 
onization entwined with every aspect of our work. We 
need to continue this process of understanding, growth 
and change in our own bioregions, with our local activ¬ 
ist groups, with ourselves and within our larger networks. 
The better we become at understanding, identifying, and 
working to diminish un-checked privilege and white su¬ 
premacy in our movement (as well as in our society), the 
more inclusive and effective we become in fighting the war 
to defend mother nature. 

To help navigate these waters, we have included some 
resources for movement building on the following page. 
Thank you to everyone who is helping to put this informa¬ 
tion and these discussions out there. 

There are countless lessons to learn in the woods in 
just a week, and most folks left camp more prepared than 
when they arrived. And let there be no mistake: having a 
good time is a top priority of every Rondy. With a massive 
mud pit en route to the rowdy fire, some of us were lucky 
to witness the return of the infamous wrestling match be¬ 
tween an Earth First!er and the ghost of whoever needs a 
good invisible ass-kicking. The rain did limit the number 
of nighttime fires, but luckily the skies took a break during 
The Night to Howl! In the past The Night to Howl has 
been an opportunity for poets in the movement to share. 
During the last few years it has also become a time to re¬ 
member those who are no longer with us—either due to 
serving time for defending the wild, or because they have 
passed to the great wilderness beyond. To howl for our fall¬ 
en warriors and those imprisoned can be a great release 
when you have been in the movement for long enough to 
have lost friends that once stood beside you on the front¬ 
lines. With a strong culture of poetry and storytelling, the 
Night to Howl also provides those who are new to our 
circles a window into our world that has more of an oral 
than written history. 

We hope that there will be a great turnout at the forth¬ 
coming Earth First! Organizers’ Conference and Winter 
Rendezvous this February, 2014, in South Florida, as well 
as next summer in Cascadia for the Summer Rondy! As sea¬ 
soned organizers in the movement, we are hoping to have 
a guide to putting on events and action camps soon, but 
for now, be sure to take some tips from Grace in this issue’s 

Organizing Action Camps Doesn't Have to Suck (page 43).^ 

► 

Nettle is a contributing editor of the EF!J. She enjoys thinking 
about and hanging out with magical creatures in the moun¬ 
tains. She can be contacted at nettle@earthfirstjournal.org. 
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Anti-oppression Terms 

DERAILMENT 

This is a technique used to maneuver a conversation to escape any per¬ 
sonal criticism or responsibility. For example, in some workshops and 
conversations about combating racism and other forms of oppression 
at the 2013 Summer Rondy, people (generally white people) started 
talking about how oppression still affects white people, or how import¬ 
ant it is to treat white people (or cis-males, middle/upper-class people, 
etc.) respectfully too, or how it is really hard to be called out. 

The tricky thing about derailment is that all of these things might 
be completely true. It can be hard to get called out, and oppression does 
affect everyone. But bringing up these topics in a conversation on com¬ 
bating racism can shift the subject away from marginalized people and 
focus it on the people who already enjoy having their lifestyles publicized 
and glorified every day. By shifting conversations away from those most 
hurt by uneven power dynamics, we emulate the toxic culture that sur¬ 
rounds us and stop processes which have the potential to create mean¬ 
ingful change. 

HOWTO BE CALLED OUT 

When someone calls you out, it is probably not easy for them. Whether 
they sound angry, stuck-up or nonchalant, they deserve the benefit of 
the doubt that they are acting out of necessity and aren’t just trying to 
piss you off. Forget about whether you think they are wrong or right; if 
they are speaking out of experience, then their feelings are valid. Listen 
to them, apologize, thank them, and try not to make the same mistake 
in the future. You don’t have to take what they said personally. To loosely 
quote a fantastic zine on consent, “you are not solely defined by what 
you did, but you are accountable for it.” 

TOKENIZATION 

Tokenizing someone means that you are creating a situation in which 
they become defined by a socially-imposed identity, instead of how 
they want to define themselves. This practice is very common in activist 
groups, because in the process of reaching out to marginalized groups, 
they impose false definitions on their identity. A person of color might 
be tokenized by being treated with false enthusiasm by white people, or 
a queer person might be tokenized when they are called someone’s “gay 
friend.” However, there is no way to know exactly what will be tokeniz¬ 
ing for any given person, and the best way to proceed is to avoid making 
assumptions and to pay attention to criticism. 

WHITE IGNORANCE 

The privileges white people enjoy are in many cases also disadvantag¬ 
es. White people generally do not have to learn about other cultures 
in order to get by in daily life, but that in turn means that they often 
remain ignorant on issues of importance to people outside their own 
social sphere. People of color cannot be expected to be on call to an¬ 
swer questions for white people, which means that white people have a 
responsibility to learn on their own or consensually with others about 
systemic racism, ideas from other cultures, languages other than English, 
etc. White people also need to realize that they have been socialized to 
ignore the words of people of color, and thus need to put extra effort into 
listening and remembering what people of color say. 


Anti-oppression 

Resources 

• A huge resource for white/setder anti-racist 
organizers comes from the Catalyst Proj¬ 
ect, with hundreds of excellent readings. 
Placing these and other writings out in 
reading groups with analysis and discus¬ 
sions of the material in-between (in the 
context of their relation to Earth First! as a 
movement) could happen within a white/ 
setder anti-racist caucus in Earth First!. 
Go to COLLECTIVELIBERATION.ORG, under 

“Our Work” click “Anne Braden Program” 
and look for this link: “The reading list for 
the 17 sessions is available here.” 

• “8 Ways Not to Be an Ally: ANon-Com- 
prehensive List,” from the excellent blog, 
blackgirldangerous.org. Search the 
name of the article. 

• “White Ally FAQ.” Put together by 
the POC Zine Project, this is a piece 
about making white/settler allyship 
zines: poczineproject.tumblr.com/ 
WHITE-ALLY-FAQ 

• “The Dos and Don’ts of Being a Good 
Ally,” from theangryblackwoman.com. 
Search the name of the article above. 

• “Decolonize This,” from submedia.tv/ 
stimulator. Search name of film. The 
interview with Amanda Lickers, an “anar- 
chaqueer Onkwehon:we cis-woman,” and 
all-around badass, is at the end of this vid¬ 
eo, which was partly filmed at the 2013 
EF! Organizers Conference & Winter 
Rondy in Ohio. Amanda belongs to the 
Turtle Clan of the Onondowaga nation, 
part of the Ffaudenosaunee Confederacy. 
Check out her views on settler responsi¬ 
bility in the context of ecological struggle! 

• WHHATs UP?! based out of Philly, 
PA also has some great resources: 

WWHATSUP.WORDPRESS.COM 

[Editors Note: Though these resources are 
available online, contact the EF!J Collective if you 
would like them mailed to you. Thanks!] 
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by Skylar Simmons EXTRACTION IN THE US: 

the War Comes Home 


The past few years have seen an impressive escalation against 
the Keystone XL (KXL) pipeline and the Canadian tar sands 
industry which the pipeline is meant to serve. From indigenous 
protesters with Idle No More blocking highways leading to tar 
sands mines in Alberta, to the Tar Sands Blockade repeatedly 
shutting down the construction of the southern leg of the KXL 
in East Texas, to over 1,000 people getting arrested in front 
of the White House to qppose the pipeline, it is clear that the 
thought of building massive new fossil fuel infrastructure in 
the era of catastrophic climate change strikes many people as a 
really, really bad idea. 

With so much focus on blocking the Obama administra¬ 
tions approval of KXL, the US public has largely missed the 
fact that oil companies and multiple state governments are qui¬ 
etly paving the way for a massive tar sands extraction industry 
right here in the US. 

UTAH 

While the general public may be unaware of the up-and- 
coming domestic tar sands industry, a small but dedicated 
group of activists in Utah have been fighting proposed tar 
sands mines for years. Just this past October, US Oil Sands 
broke ground on a 200-acre tar sands test mine on the Tavaputs 
Plateau of southern Utah. While the company is still a ways 
off from actually extracting oil (they hope to be commercially 
producing by sometime this year) they have already installed 
roads, cleared land, and built up mine infrastructure. 

Meanwhile, groups such as Utah Tar Sands Resistance, 


Canyon Country Rising Tide and Earth First! have been , or¬ 
ganizing grassroots resistance and direct actions to defend the 
mesas and canyons of southern Utah from the destruction of 
the oil extraction industry. 

In February of 2012 Earth First! activists paid a visit to the 
School and Institutional Trust Lands Administration (SITLA) 
offices, which is in charge of leasing the land for US Oil Sands’ 
test mine. Protesters descended on the building, spilling sim¬ 
ulated “oil” on the grounds and chalking “Hey SITLA: Tar 
Sands Outta Utah!” A few months later Utah activists stormed 
a tar sands investor’s conference held at the University of Utah, 
shouting at potential investors and disrupting a presentation. 
Police removed protesters carrying signs reading, “Your Invest¬ 
ments are Death.” 

And in a bit of foreshadowing of actions to come, in April 
2013 a dozen masked activists in HazMat suits walked onto the 
US Oil Sands mine site and took pictures of themselves on the 
company’s machinery. The activists released a statement aimed 
at the company CEO Cameron Todd. 

Dear Cameron Todd, 

Fighting the toxic stench of chemicals and exposed 
tar, people entered your tar sands test pit this weekend. 

The raid was to expose tar sands' awful destructiveness 
and demonstrate resolve against your dangerous project, 
the first proposed tar sands mine in the United States. 

Be advised Cameron, a summer of work stoppages 
will lead to declining investor confidence (as if you have 
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any investors!). You’ll be drowning in debts andfiling for 
bankruptcy for your little corporation US Oil Sands , a 
company so dishonest its name lies twice: “US Oil Sands” 
is a Canadian corporation that doesn’t sell oil! 

Give up now. Leave this land. 

Love y 

—Utah Tar Sands Resistance 

Unfortunately, the prospects for tar sands mining in Utah 
and adjoining states are far more expansive than US Oil Sands’ 
200 acre mine. The company alone has leased a total of 32,000 
acres of public lands for mining. And the Bureau of Land Man¬ 
agement (BLM) has proposed opening 800,000 acres of public 
lands in Utah, Colorado and Wyoming to tar sands and oil 
shale extraction. The US Geological Survey states the area con¬ 
tains between 333 billion and 1.146 trillion barrels of oil with 
“high potential for development,”—that is two to seven times 
as much as Alberta’s 170 billion barrels. 

The BLM’s own Environmental Impact Statement admits 
that tar sands mining would “completely displace all other uses 
of the land” and the impacted areas would be “...contaminated 
with carbon monoxide, nitrogen oxide, sulfur dioxide and oth¬ 
er pollutants, while air close to the site could be contaminated 
with benzene, toluene and formaldehyde. More than 100,000 
acres of wilderness-quality land could be industrialized, con¬ 
struction of reservoirs would alter natural streamflow patterns, 
hydrocarbons and herbicides could cause “chronic or acute tox¬ 
icity” in wildlife and habitat for 20 threatened or endangered 
species could be lost.” 

KENTUCKY 

Meanwhile in western Kentucky, a state that is no stranger to 
the devastation wrought by fossil fuel extraction, Arrakis Oil 
Recovery of Evansville, Indiana has joined forces with a Ca¬ 
nadian company called Archer Petroleum to begin mining tar 
sands. The 103-acre mine has already received a permit from 
the Kentucky Department of Natural Resources and Arrakis is 
awaiting approval of another permit for a 154-acre mine. 

Similar to mountaintop removal mining, tar sands ex¬ 
traction often entails the burying of streams with mine waste. 
Arrakis has applied to the Army Corps of Engineers for a per¬ 
mit to fill in 3,057 linear feet of ephemeral streams and 1,542 
linear feet of intermittent streams as well as a small amount 
of wetlands and open water. The company has already man¬ 
aged to destroy wetlands during prep work before even getting 
a permit from the Corps (for which they are naturally applying 
retroactively!). 

According to Mike May, a professor of geology at West¬ 
ern Kentucky University, the state sits on upwards of 6 billion 
barrels of oil that could be extracted through “unconventional 
means” such as tar sands mining. 

ALABAMA AND MISSISSIPPI 

As if the picture wasn’t already grim enough, this past summer the 
governors of Alabama and Mississippi announced the signing of a 
“memorandum of understanding” to commission the assessment 


Companies involved in US tar 
sands extraction 

ARRAKIS OIL RECOVERY 

MINING TAR SANDS IN KENTUCKY 
329 MAIN ST #801 
EVANSVILLE, IN 97708 
[812] 867-1933 

ARCHER PETROLEUM 

MINING TAR SANDS IN KENTUCKY 

990-580 HORNBY STREET 
VANCOUVER, BC V6C 386 

US OIL SANDS INC. 

MINING TAR SANDS IN UTAH 

SUITE 1600, 521 3RD AVENUE SW 
CALGARY. AB T2P 3T3 

SPITFIRE VENTURES LLC. 

INVESTOR IN US OIL SANDS INC. 

10101 REUNION PL STE 1000 
SAN ANTONIO, TX 78216-9157 

ANCHORAGE CAPITAL GROUP LLC 

INVESTOR IN US OIL SANDS INC. 

200 BELLEVUE PARKWAY SUITE 170 
WILMINGTON, DE 19809 

AMERICAN SANDS ENERGY CORPORATION 

MINING TAR SANDS IN UTAH 

9760 S. HIGHLAND DRIVE, SUITE 391, SALT LAKE 
CITY, UT 89117 

CANADIAN CONSULATE, ATLANTA OFFICE 

PROVIDING TECHNICAL SUPPORT FOR DEVELOPING 
TAR SANDS IN THE US 

1175 PEACHTREE ST NE 
ATLANTA, GA 30361 

UNIVERSITY OF UTAH'S ENERGY & GEOSCIENCE 
INSTITUTE 

RESEARCH HUB FOR TAR SANDS EXTRACTION 
923 WAKARA WAY *300 
SALT LAKE CITY, UT 89108 


of tar sands resources in an area known as the Hartselle Sand¬ 
stone, which stretches from north-central and northwest Al¬ 
abama into northeastern Mississippi. According to the most 
recent estimates this formation may hold as much as 7.5 billion 
barrels of oil. Interestingly the Canadian government appears 
to be actively encouraging the development of tar sands in 
these two southern states. In 2012, the Canadian Consulate 
General in Atlanta and the Alberta government hosted South¬ 
ern States Energy Board members and geologists from Alabama 
and Mississippi for a series of meetings and tours highlighting 
the tar sands operations in the province. 

RESISTANCE GROWS, FROM HERE TO... ESTONIA? 

While the prospects of a tar sands industry taking root in 
the US are truly frightening, there is reason to hope that we 
can stop this beast before it gets a foothold. Following an 
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Earth First! Trivia 


1. EARTH FIRST! IN POP CULTURE 

Q: When “weird things were happening in the woods” during the 
X-Files episode “Darkness Falls , ” what were the monkeywrenchers 
accused of? 

A: Setting fire to bulldozers 
B: Treesitting 
C: Tree-spiking 

2. POLITICAL PRISONERS 

Q: For which of these action was Marie Mason convicted? 

A: Setting fire to a fur farm in Montana 

B: Setting fire to GMO research at the University of Michigan 

C: Conspiring to bomb the White House with flaming bags of shit 

3. CUTTING EDGE TECHNOLOGIES 

Q: How many gallons of water does a single semi-conductor computer 
factory use PER DAY to produce computer micro chips? 

A: 5,000-10,000 gallons per day 
B: 500,000-1 Million gallons per day 
C: 2 Million-5 Million per day 

4. EARTH FIRST! 101 AT THE COLLEGE OF DEEP ECOLOGY 

Q: Which of the following groups were founded by Earth First!ers? 

A: Rainforest Action Network, Rising Tide, and The Center for 
Biological Diversity 

B: Sierra Club and World Wildlife Federation 
C: Greenpeace and the Sea Shepard 

5. BIODIVERSITY IS BADASS 

Q: How many species do scientists estimate go extinct each day? 

A: 1-5 
B: 10-20 
C: 100-200 

6. WHAT THE FUNK AM / EATING? 

Q: What cash crop is currently devastating southeast Asia's tropical 
rainforests and orangutang habitat (and found in 50% of grocery 
store items)? 

A: Palm oil 
B: Coconuts 
C: Wild rice 

7. LAST REMAINING WILD PLACES 

Q: Which of the following public lands and nationalforests is one of 
the least human populated areas east of the Mississippi but home to 
more oil and gas leases than all the rest of the nationalforests in the 
US combined? 

A: Adironacks Park 
B: Alleganey National Forest 
C: Finger Lakes National Forest 

8. EARTH FIRST! VICTORIES 

Q: 7 he 1st Trans & Womyns Action Camp (aka TWAC), was part 
of which campaign victory? 

A: Fall Creek 1999 
B: Winberry in 2000 
C: Strawdevil in 2003 
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anti-tar sands action camp in late July, hundreds of activists from 
Canyon Country Rising Tide, Earth First!, Idle No More, and 
the Lakota and Dine tribes simultaneously occupied two sites 
on US Oil Sands’ inaugural mine. The action successfully shut 
down work for the day with people jumping in front of moving 
mine vehicles with banners reading “Respect Existence or Expect 
Resistance” and locking down to equipment. Apparently hoping 
to avoid unwanted attention, US Oil Sands did not have any of 
the protesters arrested. The day after news of the protest broke, the 
company’s stock reportedly fell by 13 percent. 

While these oil companies have major ambitions for a domestic 
tar sands industry, they face many hurdles and are taking a cautious 
approach. It is clear that they are testing the waters to see if the oper¬ 
ations are financially viable. Both the Kentucky and Utah mines are 
relatively small, 100-200 acres. Though US Oil Sands announced 
in September that they finally raised $80 million from Blue Pacific 
Investments Group Ltd.; Anchorage Capital Group, LLC; and Spit¬ 
fire Ventures, LLC to fund phase one of their PR Springs Mine in 
Utah, investors have been slow to throw money at the project. In 
their Second Quarter Report of 2013, US Oil Sands acknowledged 
that the project was being held up due to a lack of capital. 

In other encouraging news, Eesti Energia, an Estonian state run 
oil company which is also eying Utah for tar sands mining, appears 
to be running into its own roadblocks. According to the Estonian 
newspaper Eesti Express , the CEO of Eesti Energia has privately con¬ 
fided that the tar sands project is taking longer than expected and 
when the company conducted their latest tar sands processing test, 
the results were “not promising” according to an internal company 
document. Estonian Prime Minister Adnrus Ansip is even under 
fire from opposition parties over the project, noting that if the ven¬ 
ture fails the country stands to lose $100 million. 

In addition to grassroots direct action, a number of mainstream 
environmental groups have launched a concerted legal fight against 
tar sands mining in the US. The Grand Canyon Trust, Living Riv¬ 
ers, Southern Utah Wilderness Alliance, Rocky Mountain Wild, 
Biodiversity Conservation Alliance, the Center for Biological Di¬ 
versity and Sierra Club have all joined forces to sue the BLM in an 
effort to stop the development of tar sands on western public lands. 
And several of these groups have also appealed the State of Utah’s 
approval of US Oil Sands proposed tar sands refinery in Green Riv¬ 
er, Utah. Establishing a facility capable of refining tar sands in close 
proximity to the mines is another essential component to* making 
this risky venture financially viable. 

The US tar sands extraction industry is particularly vulnerable 
right now. There are only a handful of mines that are currently per¬ 
mitted, and it appears that only two have begun any on-the-ground 
construction. There are currently no tar sands mines in the US that 
have made it to the commercial production stage. And the vast ma¬ 
jority of the companies attempting to extract tar sands in the US 
are small start-ups, many of whom appear to be on shaky financial 
ground. Through concerted organizing, lawsuits and direct action, 
it is possible that activists can make operations for these vulnerable 
corporations a financial loss, scaring away investors and ultimately 
stopping these bastards. ^ 
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FIRST NATIONS EARTH 

DEFENSE HEATS UP 



The Elsipogtog resistance to fracking on Mi’kma’ki 
lands has taken place over the course of months, and in¬ 
volves internal and external political struggle as well as 
direct action. 

Mi’kmaki traditional lands span from the Maritime 
Provinces of Canada into Maine. Located in what is now 
called New Brunswick, Elsipogtog territory has never been 
ceded to the colonial powers. Although the English and 
Canadian governments have extended several offers to se¬ 
cure the land for settlers, the Mi’kmaq have remained in¬ 
sistent that their lands are not for sale. As a result, not only 
has the Canadian government allowed settlers to move 
into First Nations land, but they have levied political and 
economic repressive policies against the Mi’kmaq. 

In a move fraught with corruption, the most pow¬ 
erful and wealthy families in New Brunswick have col¬ 
luded with the Houston-based energy company, SWN 
Resources, to begin gas exploration on millions of acres 
of Mi’kma’ki land. SWN used a former Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police (RCMP) informant and admitted gang 
rapist named Stephen Sewell to cozy up to Elsipogtog 
Chief Aaron Sock and the Elsipogtog Band council, but 


the council rejected his offer. Sewell got funding from 
another company linked to the Irving family (one of the 
richest in the Maritimes provinces), and jobs for gas ex¬ 
ploration were filled by local Elsipogtog residents. 

By the beginning of summer, when it appeared that 
SWN would circumvent all necessary channels of con¬ 
sent and consultation, Sun Dance leader John Levi was 
appointed to the position of Elsipogtog War Chief, and 
protests began to escalate. On June 5, 7 and 8, roadside 
protests involving more than a hundred protestors led to 
heavy police presence and often arrests. On June 21, Can¬ 
ada’s “National Aboriginal Day,” a protest along Highway 
126 ended in 12 arrests, including that of an eight-and- 
a-half-months pregnant Mi’kmaq woman and a Mi’kmaq 
grandmother. The latter was bleeding from the mouth af¬ 
ter sustaining injuries from the RCMP during her arrest. 

Two days after the brutality of National Aboriginal 
Day, the curious figure of Wendell Nicholas appeared at 
an Elsipogtog community hall meeting. Though intro¬ 
duced as a “UN Independent Observer,” Nicholas was 
soon outed as the author of the manual Public Safety Co¬ 
operation Protocol—the book on collaboration between 
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the RCMP and Indian Act chiefs. Despite being revealed 
as a collaborator, Nicholas was kept on by Chief Sock as 
the leader of the newly-minted “Elsipogtog Peacekeep¬ 
ers, and went on to hire several Elsipogtog community 
members as “peacekeepers.” Soon, Nicholas handed lead¬ 
ership of the peacekeepers over to his cousin John Deveau 
(along with a nice $60,000 a year salary) who went on to 
act as a liaison to the RCMP and SWN. 

Spontaneous action against SWN continued during 
the meetings and collaborations. On June 24 a shot- 
hole driller was set ablaze. The next evening, locals 
found machines which had been conducting exploration 
operations on private land. The Elsipogtog residents 
confiscated the SWN trucks and towed them onto the 
Reservation, while others set up an encampment to 
ensure that further drilling was not conducted. 

In July, as the situation fell out of the hands of the 
formal governance structures, Elsipogtog band members 
summoned the Mi’kmaq Warriors Society, which operates 
outside of Indian Act sanctioned structures. Divisions 
began to expand between the Society and its supporters 
on one side, and Chief Sock and the peacekeepers on 
the other. On July 28, some of SWN s seismic testing 
equipment was seized alongside a dirt road. Community 
members supported by the Society blockaded SWN s 
crew, and three women locked down to a truck. After 
eight hours, the community members’ blockade was 
dispersed, and the RCMP seized a shack used by the 
Warrior Society. Members of the Society then returned to 
the shack and chased the RCMP away, and SWN decided 
to stop drilling for the summer. 

In late September, SWN activity was spotted 
around the town of Rexton, and the RCMP shut off 
automobile access to a compound off Highway 11. The 
Society responded by forming what journalist Miles 
Howe refers to as “a blockade-within-a-blockade” by 
felling pine trees and lighting fires along the highway. 


The encampment stood from September 30 to October 
17, when the RCMP descended in the pre-dawn 
hours, some dressed in fatigues and armed with assault 
rifles, plastic bullets, pepper spray, and attack dogs. 
The presence of the officers was met immediately with 
Molotov cocktails thrown from the woods beside the 
road. On their way to arresting 40 people the RCMP 
detained Chief Sock, leading to an escalation of 
struggle. Residents responded to bullets by throwing 
rocks and breaking through the police line. Several 
RCMP cars were set ablaze, with on-site media turning 
off recording equipment in solidarity. 

In the weeks following the RCMP raid, Canadian 
courts granted SWN an injunction against all anti-shale 
gas activists, and several local residents were arrested for 
conducting ceremonies as trucks passed by. On December 
3, an SWN vehicle struck three women, prompting 
activists to return to blockade the highway by burning 
tires for three days. On the third day, SWN issued a press 
release, announcing completion of seismic testing after 
gathering only 50 percent of planned data. 

In a temporary victory for the Mi’kmaq, RCMP 
informed War Chief Levi on December 6 that SWN is 
ending its exploration work for the time being, and is due 
to return in 2015. 

“We went through a lot,” Levi said. “We need some 
time for this to sink in and think about everything, 
think about what we went through. People did a lot of 
sacrificing.” 

Levi said the Mi’kmaq community will be there again 
to stop SWN whenever they come back.^C 

For more information on this, see Howes essay on the Mi’kmaq 
resistance in Grabbing Back: Essays Against the Global Land 
Grab, compiled and edited by long-time EF!J contributor 
Alexander Reid Ross, due out this year (AK Press 2014). 






NEWS FROM 

THE CAGES 

This information is compiled by the joint effort of the EF! Prisoner Support Project and the EF! Journal Collective. A broader list of prisoners from allied 
struggles, along with our handy updated Informant Tracker service can be found at earthfirstjoumal.org/prisoners. To get in touch, email: efpris@riseup. 
net or write: EFIPSP, POB 163126, Sacramento, CA 95816. 


JEREMY HAMMOND 

#18729-424 

MDC Brooklyn, PO Box 329002, Brooklyn, NY 11232 
(This is a temporary address. Check freejeremy.net for updates on 
his location.) 

On November 13, 2013, Jeremy was sentenced to 10 years in 
prison for leaking information from the private intelligence firm 
Strategic Forecasting, information which revealed that Stratfor had 
been spying on human rights activists at the behest of corporations 
and the US government. 

KEVIN OLLIFF 

(Address letters to Kevin Johnson) #4365 

Woodford County Jail, 111 E Court St, Eureka, IL 61530-1252 

Kevin is an animal rights activist who was arrested in Illinois on 
August 14 and charged with “possession of burglary tools.” He has 
spent four months in Woodford County Jail, and his next trial date is 
set for January 20. Kevin was previously on hunger strike protesting a 
book ban put in place by the jail, but thanks to a campaign of emails, 
letters and phone calls that put pressure on the jail and Illinois gover¬ 
nor, the book ban has been lifted. 

JERRY KOCH 

(Address letters to Gerald Koch) #68631-054 
MCC New York, Metropolitan Correctional Center, 150 Park 
Row, New York, NY 10007 

Jerry is a self-described anarchist who refused to testify before a 
grand jury. Jerry has been held on civil contempt since May 2013. On 
December 2, 2013, the Court of Appeals affirmed the Judge’s finding 
of contempt. Jerry was ordered held in federal custody for no longer 
than 18 months or the remaining life of the grand jury. T 

The Earth First! Prisoner Support Project stands in solidarity with 
all grand jury resistors. See earthfirstjournal.org/prisoners/grand-ju- 
ry-resistance/ for our position on grand juries. 

MI'KMAQ WARRIORS 

Germain "Junior" Beault: trial set for December 30, 2013 
Aaron Francis: trial set for December 30, 2013 

All at: S.R.C.C, 435 Lino Rd., Shediac, NB, E4P 0H6, Canada 

These activists are facing charges stemming from anti-fracking 
demonstrations near Rexton, New Brunswick in October, 2013. They 
have faced brutality and solitary confinement during their time in jail. 
For more information on their campaign, see “First Nations Earth 
Defense Heats Up” on page 25. 


REBECCA RUBIN 

#770288 

MCIJ, 11540 NE Inverness Drive, Portland, OR 97220 

Rebecca pleaded guilty to four ELF actions. She accepted a non¬ 
cooperating plea agreement, and is awaiting sentencing on January 
27, 2014. Rebecca is expected to be sentenced to between 5 and 7.5 
years in prison. 

RELEASES: 

Steve Murphy is now in a halfway house serving out the remainder of 
his five year sentence (until 02-25-2014), for an attempted ELF arson 
on a town house construction site in Pasadena in 2006. 

Similarly, Viktor Padellaro, a Swedish animal rights activist, was 
just released after serving three years and six months for targeting ani¬ 
mal abuse industries with arson, sabotage and alleged threats. 

May their transitions to the outside go smoothly! 

PRISONER SUPPORT CAMPAIGNS: 

MOVE MARIE MASON 

Marie is serving 21 years and 10 months (until 09-18-2027) for her 
involvement in an ELF arson at a university building carrying out 
genetically modified crop tests. Marie also pleaded guilty to conspir¬ 
ing to carry out ELF actions and admitted involvement in 12 other 
ELF actions. Join the campaign to move Marie from the isolation 
at FMC Carswell (an especially restrictive facility comparable to the 
Communication Management Units that other eco-prisoners have 
been imprisoned in). On October 21 there was a national call-in to 
the Federal Director of Prisons Charles Samuels to ask that she be 
transferred to a lower security facility closer to her family and friends. 
Calls, postcards and letters in support of the campaign are still being 
requested. See supportmariemason.org/move-marie-campaign for 
more information. 

SUPPORT PAROLE FOR THE MOVE 9: 

MOVE is an eco-revolutionary group for black liberation and in de¬ 
fense of all life. There are currently eight MOVE activists in prison, 
each serving 100 years after been framed for the murder of a cop while 
their house was being raided in 1978. The ninth defendant, Merle Af¬ 
rica, died in prison in 1998. Parole hearings for the rest of the MOVE 
9 now occur roughly yearly but have been repeatedly denied. 

Former cops Randy Feathers and Lloyd White are sitting on The 
Pennsylvania Parole Board, their past affiliation a clear conflict of in¬ 
terest. There is an active call-in campaign to the PA Parole Board on 
Mondays at (717) 772-4343 to demand the release of the MOVE 
prisoners and call into question why the aforementioned former cops 
are on the Board. For more information see onamove.com. 
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RECIPE FOR CHANGE 

Feel the anger; 
tension of shoulders, 
neck, jaw. 

Let these hands become sponges, 
absorb it all, 

creating twin balls of light 
which become smaller, 
forming seeds. 

Open these hands 

feel the seeds tumble to the earth, 

sink deep past humus, 

past the fragrant black soil, 

rock, bedrock, down to 

the molten core. 

Now wait. 

Listen; the seed is growing, becoming 
a child, an elk, 
an old growth Cedar. 

It is vision and 
as it grows, 
it becomes change. 

—Mark Stoddart 


WHERE THE RADIATION GOES 

It rises from a damaged reactor, settles on fields 
of grass eaten by cows. Iodine 131 
enters bloodstreams, mammary glands, milk. 
Children in faraway villages get thyroid cancer. 

It turns up in broccoli, canola, cabbage, turnips, 
parsley and chrysanthemum greens. It has 
nowhere to go except to the oceans and earth, 
rivers, fish, warm-blooded animals, plants. 

After a nuclear weapons test in China, it lands 
in Colorado. Big leaves like those of lettuce 
and spinach collect it like rain. It goes 
wherever the wind blows and the rain falls. 

Fifteen years after Chernobyl, cesium 137 
still riddled the tissues of wild boar in Croatia 
and reindeer in Norway. It’s sopped up by roots 
and returns to the soil when the plant dies. 

New plants absorb it again. After decades 
it still can cause cancer, but this needn’t happen. 
Energy that can’t emit gamma rays dances 
in sunlight, sits under volcanoes, flows in the wind. 


—Lucille Lang Day 


Send poems to 

Warrior Poets Society 
P.O. Box 14501 
Berkeley CA 94712-5501 

ARMEDWITHVISIONS.COM 

oil rights reserved to the authors 


MASS TRANSIT 

One day I observe a deer in town 
deliberately use the crosswalk 
to legitimize her crossing the street 
being there 

so the traffic response is 

“oh right, better slow down— 

there’s someone in the crosswalk.” 

Relating this to other forest folk, 

I hear their fabulous tales— 

of monkeys in India catching rides 

on the public buses, 

sacred status put to pragmatic utility, 

and of wolves in Russia 

taking the subway— 

at night of course, 

when no one’s around— 

the doors glide open, 

they run in from the underground 

Have they memorized 

the best places to get off? 

Do they find their way back? 

For now the wild ones enjoy joyriding 

a free ride at our expense 

take in the bizarre sights— 

of human making now 

for they know that soon 

all this will end 

the earth will be unchained 

travel will not be so rapid 

but home will smell right, 

natural paths through the underbrush winding 

everyone, all life wild again 

as the deer linger or leap, 

the monkeys play and scratch, 

and the wolves gnaw on our bones, 

eyes glinting green fire. 

August 28 or so, 2010 

—Karen Coulter 
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; Anarchism 

Maid Ramnath 


“The Liberty Tree is a great banyan, whose branches 
cross and weave, touching earth in many places to form 
a horizontal, interconnected grove of new trunks.” From 
this recognition of the interweaving paths of egalitarian 
movements, Maia Ramnath produces Decolonizing 
Anarchism (AK Press 2011), one of the most important 
books on radical decolonization available today. 

Anarchism is often thought of as a political tradition that 
developed in Europe around the time of the Industrial Rev¬ 
olution and the birth of the modern Nation-State. However, 
if we see anarchism this way, argues Ramnath, we develop 
a very narrow understanding of the radical possibilities that 
anarchism opens up. We must decolonize our associations 
with anarchism to bring in historical movements of peoples 
yearning to be free—not just European millenarian tradi¬ 
tions, like the Diggers and Robin Hood, but also interna¬ 
tional liberation movements from the Global South. This is 
an anarchism that recognizes solidarity by decolonizing it¬ 
self and working with others for collective liberation. Ram¬ 
nath suggests a realm of subaltern movements that, while 
not making explicitly anarchist claims, have important seg¬ 
ues, affinities, and traditions with anarchism. 

For Ramnath, the anarchist tradition is a “continually 
unfolding discourse” that develops “by maximizing the 
conditions for autonomy and egalitarian social relationships, 
sustainable production and reproduction.” But the terrain 
of anarchism is not some ideal space empty of historical 
context. Anarchism acts on cultural and political levels “in 


Decolonizing Anarchism 

Maia Ramnath 
AK Press, 2011 

Book Review by Sasha Ross 

addition to (but not instead of) tackling capitalism and the 
state; without reducing the struggle to either the material 
or ideological/discursive plane.” Anarchism is not reducible 
to a way of organizing protests or an organizational structure 
that demands stringent adherence to its principles. Instead, 
the power of anarchism lies in its interconnections to the 
global emancipatory project, leading Ramnath to ask the all- 
important question: “[Should] the most fully developed form 
of anticolonialism... be something that resembles anarchism?” 

To even ask this question places Ramnath in an 
important position regarding recent dynamics of radical 
thought on a global scale. Vijay Prashad, for instance, has 
pointed out serious problems in the working anarchist 
model within the framework of global radical movements. 
“It is reasonable to suggest that the networks and affinity 
groups are a productive way to engage the relations of 
domination at protests,” Prashad explains in her book The 
Poorer Nations, “but what is the strategy by which one hopes 
to negate those very relations?” The abolition of colonial 
relations of dominance, for Prashad, would transcend the 
“leaderless movement” popular within the World Social 
Forum, since “[a] general tendency of the network forces 
that abjure hierarchy is that they often fall into the trap 
of covert leadership, with the most charismatic or hard¬ 
working people allowed to shape the direction of the 
seemingly unstructured forum.” Lastly, Prashad insists that 
the anarchist tendency to “create autonomous domains of 
self-regulated activity” is a “perfectly reasonable approach 
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in localities of the North,” but its “hard to imagine how 
this could be scaled up for the entirety of society—or how 
such a project might work in the South, where it [has] 
remained unfamiliar.” 

The concerns raised by Prashad are heavy indeed, and 
to some extent find further articulation in Decolonizing 
Anarchism. For Ramnath, the place of anarchism is a global 
“thematic,” a praxis that thinks first of decolonization while 
setting terms of relations through collective liberation. In 
the introduction, Ramnath writes, “we could locate the 
Western anarchist tradition as one contextually specific 
manifestation among a larger—indeed global—tradition 
of antiauthoritarian, egalitarian thought/praxis, of a 
universal human urge (if I dare say such a thing) toward 
emancipation, which also occurs in many other contexts.” 
In this sense, the basic thematic of anarchism is familiar to 
many regions of the world, but its familiarity comes with 
a crucial decentering. Decolonizing anarchism—liberating 
anarchist thought from the chains of hierarchies, ours as 
well as its—produces the condition where “something else 
is then the reference point for us, instead of us being the 
reference point for everything else.” 

Decolonizing Anarchism is not sim¬ 
ply a study of self-identified anarchist 
radicals, but a study of how anarchism 
and decolonization enjoin the actions 
and theories of the Indian struggle for 
decolonization. With strict adherence 
to the facts and a scrupulous eye for 
the telling detail, Ramnath investi¬ 
gates the dossiers, actions and writ¬ 
ings of the major Swadeshi militants. 

Defended as nationalists until they 
took up the bomb, these radicals became excoriated as 
anarchists for their “impatience” and “an analysis that saw 
oppression as stemming from an external source... rath¬ 
er than from internal and systemic contradictions.” But 
Ramnath’s book provides ample evidence to support the 
claim that the right question is not, “‘Were the Swadeshi 
extremists anarchists?’ or even ‘What kind of anarchists 
were they?’ An even better question is, ‘Where do they 
fit into the revolutionary family tree of which anarchism 
and its various cousins are also scions?”’ Why and how 
did they deploy armed struggle? What was unique about 
their ideas? What can we learn from them today? 

Not all radicals studied by Ramnath took part in armed 
struggle, however. Many were peaceful communitarian 
types who preferred books and conversation to aggressive 
and violent action, anti-colonial activists connected by 
their sincere distaste for the modernism of colonialism, and 
the exhaustive search for something else and their desire 
“to choose a different direction—oblique, perpendicular, 
or spreading in a skewed delta of possible alternatives... 


to generate alternate modernities or countermodernities.” 

The story of Har Dayal is instructive to this end. Har 
Dayal emerges from India a persecuted radical living 
with an inexorable impulse to collectivize and organize. 
Joining the IWW and agitating for a workers’ uprising, 
he brings the rigorous attitude of a social scientist to the 
broad-ranging radical movement. In one of many pro¬ 
found statements, he writes, “The people can never under¬ 
stand the figment of loyalty to the Sovereign and hostility 
to the Viceroy.” The chronicles of struggle put forward 
by Ramnath illustrate Har Dayal’s point: The colonized 
would never struggle against the hegemony of the colo¬ 
nists without yearning to abolish the structure of colonial 
domination in its entirety. Such all-consuming revolution¬ 
ary fire, bent on destroying not only local control but the 
very nature of Empire with it, returns to Ramnath’s initial 
point: Anarchism, if truly articulated, can take on the most 
powerful form of decolonization. 

What is perhaps most fascinating about Decolonizing 
Anarchism is the interstitial movements between radical 
polemics and audacious actions. The touching excurses 
of hobo activist Mukerji provides one example. More a 
Tolstoyan than a Modernist, Mukerji 
is dissatisfied with the sanitized ide¬ 
ology of the nationalists. He studies 
Emerson and pushes Utopian Social¬ 
ism deeper. Through his wanderings, 
laborings, and conversations in the 
US, he opens the heart of radicalism: 
“What I want,” he writes, “is to create 
a sense of freedom in people’s souls.” 
From Ghandi to Tagore, Baghat Singh 
to Jayaprakesh Narayan, Ramnath 
presents the ideas and actions of the leaders of India’s in¬ 
dependence movement, showing their anarchist tenden¬ 
cies, sympathies and politics. The work of anarchism is, 
for Ramnath, alive and active within many of the major 
liberation thinkers. The universal drive “to create a sense 
of freedom in people’s souls” is the ultimate motivation 
for decolonization, and it is anarchism that continues to 
churn this spirit of collective liberation in the hearts and 
minds of people throughout the world. 

Maia Ramnath’s book provides a genuine and focused 
lens through which radicals can experience anarchism as 
a living and important condition of global emancipatory 
struggles and appreciate radical life as not only inclusive, 
existing beyond subcultural and sedentary dead-ends, but 
as decentralized and liberated from the constraints that we 
place on it. Decolonizating Anarchism belongs in the back 
pockets of all radicals searching for empowerment in the 
struggle for collective liberation from all relationships of 
domination that retain the residue of colonialism.^ 


The place of anarchism 

is a global "thematic" a 
praxis that thinks first 
of decolonization while 
setting terms of rela¬ 
tions through collective 
liberation. 
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ACTION CAMP REPORTBACK: 


a transgender perspective by Ariel Howland 


Author's Note: Sometimes the “women” in trans and womens 
action camp is spelled “womyn” and other times “women. ” 
Many trans people associate the “y” spelling of women with 
transphobic events such as the “Michigan Womyris Music Fes¬ 
tival” and transphobic strains of feminism. Therefore I don't 
use the “y” spelling. 


The Trans and Women’s Action Camp (TWAC) is an annual 
campout in the woods with workshops, tree climb trainings, 
a shared kitchen, social activities, time around the campfire, 
and a post-camp action. It is an event for all transgender 
and gender variant people as well as all women (trans and 
cis). Workshops at this summers TWAC in Oregon covered 
topics such as writing press releases, strategic campaigning, 
unschooling, transphobia, ableism, environmental racism, 
plant walks, supporting survivors of abuse, blockades, radical 
cheerleading, and many other topics. TWAC started as a way 
to empower transgender people and cisgender women within 
Earth First!. 2013 saw the first TWACs outside of Cascadia, 
with one in Florida and another in Maine. 

This was my fifth time attending TWAC in Cascadia. 
I look forward to it all year because it’s the only big 
event where I can be completely comfortable as a radical 
transgender and genderqueer woman. While TWAC as a 
whole makes some mistakes, the organizers are putting a lot 
of effort into including transgender folks, including trans 
women. I applaud that. What follows are my opinions and 
experience and don’t represent anyone but myself. 

Last year, I called out the atmosphere of the camp 
for unaddressed transphobia and transmisogyny. 
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(Transmisogyny is the overlap between misogyny and 
transphobia that specifically targets trans women and trans¬ 
feminine spectrum people.) I was able to make that call-out 
because I felt safe enough to do so. Ive had much bigger 
issues in other settings, but didn’t feel empowered enough 
to confront them. While not everything was fixed this year, 
I definitely saw a lot of progress on this front. I would 
like future TWACs to be more conscious about outreach 
regarding trans people, especially trans women. I also know 
the name is a barrier to many trans folks attending. 

TWAC was a lot more friendly and welcoming for trans 
women and other people on the trans-feminine spectrum 
this year. The camp was welcoming towards femininity in 
general, which was refreshing to see in an activist setting. I 
also felt validated in my identity as 
a butch dyke, which rarely happens 
for me. The workshop I co-present- 
ed with Lichen on transmisogyny 
and exclusion of trans people from 
radical activist communities was well 
attended and taken seriously. People 
were making jokes about the pro¬ 
noun check-ins during the morning 
circle, but after I brought up how 
this is a frequent way trans people are 
disrespected the behavior stopped. I 
appreciated the enthusiasm for lis¬ 
tening and attempting to be inclu¬ 
sive, even though some people didn’t 
know much about trans issues. 

I was very impressed with the 
amount of fundraising for this camp. Hundreds of dollars 
were available for travel stipends. Nonetheless, barriers to 
organizing created by class don’t get addressed enough. In¬ 
cluding people with less financial resources is more com¬ 
plicated than just travel stipends, but it is a huge step in 
addressing this issue. Food was available for everyone at 
camp with consideration for allergies and other dietary 
needs. Kids and teens were also present at TWAC and mixed 
in well with everyone else. I’m not a parent but I was glad to 
see that parents weren’t expected to pay for outside childcare 
and that kids weren’t kept in an isolated childcare area. 

Many people told me the environmental racism 
workshop was very good, but I wasn’t able to attend. A POC 
organizer working in Manchester (a mostly people of color 
[POC] neighborhood in Houston) discussed environmental 
racism and how the petrochemical refineries are impacting 
the area. From what I remember, there were more people 
of color attending this year and more POC workshop 
presenters than last year. I was disappointed that a few of the 
workshops focused on racism didn’t happen. I never found 
out why. I’m white and don’t feel qualified to judge whether 
TWAC has improved, gotten worse, or stayed about the 


same in regard to racism, but I know some things that have 
been called out before still haven’t been addressed. 

It was nice to see that there were two different workshops 
about ableism. This is a much needed conversation in the 
environmental movement and I’m glad some folks at TWAC 
are having it. Some important attempts were made to make 
the camp more accessible to people with disabilities. Still I 
wish the camp was a lot more accessible. TWAC is a wonderful 
space and I want it to be available for more people. 

Many radical eco-activists don’t prioritize accessibility 
because they want to have action camps in a backwoods 
setting. I understand the perks of this. However, we 
can’t afford not to bring more people in. This is both the 
right thing to do and the practical thing to do. We need 
more people to help with the hard work of 
creating change. Environmental injustice 
is a major cause of poverty and disability. 
People with disabilities should be welcome 
in environmental movements, period. In 
order to help address this I suggest some 
TWACs and other eco-radical spaces be 
organized in urban settings. 

Having only women and trans people 
around to do climb trainings, lead workshops, 
plan actions, etc., was very empowering. I can’t 
count how many times cis men have dominat¬ 
ed a space I’ve been in. There was a positive 
and friendly atmosphere for most of the camp 
that wasn’t super cliquey. Being cliquey and 
not engaging people of color at TWAC was a 
criticism that was brought up last year. A fun 
sing-along of ‘90s pop songs around the campfire especial¬ 
ly stood out. It was also nice to experience clothing-optional 
camping and trips to the river without feeling self-conscious 
about being a nude woman with a transsexual body. I enjoyed 
the atmosphere of mutual respect and caring, the coopera¬ 
tion, and the participatory style. 

The project of TWAC and the attempt to put ideals into 
practice that it represents are very important to me. TWAC 
is an essential part of creating a fun and empowering culture 
of resistance. TWAC brings in many new faces and provides 
an easy re-entry point for folks who have been burnt out by 
bad experiences in radical communities. TWAC is far from 
perfect and has a lot of internal work to do, but compared to 
most radical gatherings I’ve been to it is amazing. 

For more info about TWAC and the anti-tar sands action, 
check out the TWAC website, twac.wordpress.com. ^ 

Ariel Howland has been involved with a variety of social justice 
and environmental causes. She teaches workshops on transgen¬ 
der issues, sexual politics , and other topics. You can contact her 
at cannon_ball 800 @yahoo.com or go to her website, queer- 

SOCIALJUSTICE. WORDPRESS. COM. 


Having only women 

and trans people 
around to do climb 
trainings, lead work¬ 
shops, plan actions, 
etc., was very empow¬ 
ering. I can't count 
how many times cis 
men have dominated 
a space I've been in. 







Imagine being an environmental activist in a world 
where police can get away with killing young people for 
vandalizing a fast food joint; where a government’s local law 
enforcers collaborate with giant energy corporations to stifle 
opposition; where a sheriff demands funding for a program 
urging neighbors to snitch on anyone who says they hate 
said government. 

It doesn’t take much imagination. All of these things 
occurred in 2013 here in the United States. 

In light of this reality, it’s clear that global ecology will 
never be stabilized as long as the police have anything to do 
with it. 

That’s right. Stopping the tar sands’ atmospheric climate 
bomb, keeping GMOs out of our food, and defending 
wolves’ ability to restore biodiversity depends on getting rid 
of the fuzz. I propose a new movement initiative that aims to 
reduce the C0 2 parts per million (ppm) by simultaneously 
slashing the cops per million (cpm). Cops are not only 
the industrial empire’s first line of defense against us; they 
are also massive usurpers of public resources that might 
otherwise be put towards restoring the Earth. 

First, a slight tangent about the title of this article. I did 
a quick search of the phrase “the ecology of” and found that 
we now have a whole milieu of writing based on the “Ecology 
Of ” something or other. There are books on the ecology of 


commerce, money, games, work and so on.* 

In the 1993 book Ecology of Commerce, author Paul 
Hawken proclaims that any substantial change in the way 
we protect our planet will have to come from business 
leadership. I didn’t actually read this book, just skimmed 
some reviews, but I agree with the general sentiment—that 
is, if you replace “business leadership” with “getting rid of 
cops.” 

NO COPS EARTH FIRST! 

Whittling away at the police force is no small task. I know 
this, not only on a gut level, but because I’ve tried. 

The city I live in spends roughly half of its available 
budget on cops. In 2011, a bold city manager here in 
Lake Worth, Florida, attempted to negotiate that amount 

* Out of my curiosity to see who else has used this framing since 
Murray Bookchin wrote the Ecology of Freedom back in ‘82, I 
found books and articles ad nauseum , which were seemingly 
ripping off Bookchin s seminal work. I’m no Bookchin fanatic. 
Never actually read a whole book of his other than the one about 
Spanish Civil War. But I think its worth giving some credit 
where its due—especially since the status quo generally seems 
hell-bent on ignoring any contributions that anarchists have 
made towards the shaping of society. (Even if the old fart, rest his 
soul, was an apologist for civilization and so-called democracy.) 
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down with the support of a former City Commissioner, a 
community activist herself. She noted that the city loses 
control over spending for law enforcement by making an 
annual payment to the sheriffs office: “Fifty percent of our 
budget is one number that were not able to touch.” That’s 
roughly 15 million out of a 30 million dollar budget. 

Soon after that attempt to challenge the cop’s budget 
(which resulted in a measly-but-better-than-nothing million 
bucks cut), the political climate shifted. Through heavy 
lobbying by cops, their lackeys in the fire department (who 
tend to garner much more sympathy at the polls) and the 
usual suspects—Chamber of Commerce, Realtor’s groups, 
business PACs, yuppie neighborhood associations, Fox 
News/Tea Party idiots, etc.—a pro-cop majority was just 
barely elected. First thing they did was fire the city manager. 
Soon after, they dismantled the Community Relations 
Board I was a member of, which was tasked primarily with 
oversight of the police. 

You’re probably thinking, “Quirky small town politics... 
Isn’t Lake Worth home to the Earth First! Journal for fuck’s 
sake? Of course they need a lot of gestapo pigs., er, law 
enforcement officers there!” 

That may be so. But the same goes for the whole county 
we live in, as it did well before the Journal relocated from 
Tucson. The general fund portion of the city’s budget 
in 2012: $1,016,251,176. The proposed budget Sheriff 
Bradshaw “respectfully submit[s] ” for the fiscal year 2012- 
2013: $471,302,293. 

Perhaps we should move on to another state entirely, like 
some rust belt spot infamous for its dwindling public sector: 
Michigan. 

According to the research of a local activist in beautiful 
Muskegon, MI, even in their small financially failing town, 
the police still usurped over 25 percent of the entire general 
fund last year. It looked something like this: Public Safety 
[sic]: $11,041,420; General Fund: $43,658,286. 

A WORLD WITHOUT COPS 

Here, you can try out your imagination again, or you can 
look at some of the numerous places around the world 
where local cops are few and far between. It’s a lot easier 
to occupy a dam site (like Brazil’s Belo Monte project), 


block a pipeline’s construction for over a decade (like Irish 
opposition to Shell), burn gold mining equipment (like 
those wild asses in Greece), or set up armed forest defense 
camps (like the Purepecha in Mexico), when the 5-0 aren’t 
all up in your business 24/7. 

That’s not to say that life in the struggle is hunky-dory 
in these places. But it usually takes a national military (or at 
least the big city cops), with the concerted pressure of global 
economic interests, to clear out this sort of resistance. Of 
course, that pressure tends to be the West, mainly in the US 
Empire and Fortress Europe. 

But imagine how much stronger your solidarity actions 
against logging in Michoacan or tar sands on First Nations 
land would be if the cops didn’t show up so quick to kick 
you out of the occupied embassy or corporate office. 

How would your strategy change? How much could you 
increase pressure and build local momentum for your cam¬ 
paigns, and the resistance in general, if you weren’t constant¬ 
ly bogged down by jail, court, fines and prisoner support? 

It may sound like a utopic fantasy novel, but I assure you, 
this ain’t no Fijth Sacred Thing I’m proposing here. If we can 
take on entire centuries-old industries, like coal mining or 
logging, and attack entire institutions that paved the way 
for urban life, like environmental racism and indigenous 
treaty violation—and actually make an impact—then we 
can organize strategically against the police state. 

HOWTO GET THERE 

Here’s the part where you expect some flowery poetry 
disguised as revolutionary rhetoric, or incoherent 
insurrectionist ramblings about politics and bananas. 
But forget that noise. I’m not even gonna use the words 
“prefigurative” (which basically means thinking about what 
you want before acting on it) or “intersectionality” (which 
means most all things are connected. Duh). 

I’ve referenced some examples from Lake Worth, FL, 
where community organizers actually overturned the pro¬ 
cop, developer-driven City Commission and started cutting 
back on the police budget for the first time in the city’s 
history. Unfortunately, this experiment was only able to 
last a few years before the cop-loving yuppies upped their 
game, uniting liberal Democrat realtors and xenophobic 
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Tea Party republicans to re-capture the tiny fraction of the 
populace that bothers with city elections (generally just over 
10 percent of registered voters in Lake Worth, actually quite 
high for a municipality of its size). 

While Lake Worth has earned an exaggerated reputation 
for having been “taken over by anarchists,” the truth is that 
in this instance most of our comrades in the struggle stayed 
on the sidelines and watched it all unfold as spectators. 
While its hard to say exactly what our activists communities 
should be prioritizing in this ever-changing field of struggle, 

I often find myself curious about what could have happened 
with a few more hands on deck. 

I know, many of you are nauseous just reading the words 
“vote” and “election,” but I’m not saying you shouldn't be 
sick to your stomach. Im saying suck it up and learn what’s 
going on around you. If you avoided every bathroom that 
smelled like shit, youd be in a lot of pain and 
doing possible damage to your excretory system. 

Likewise, if you ignore what your enemies are 
doing because its unsavory to your senses... 
maybe you’re more of a liberal yuppie than you 
realized. 

So hold your nose and try going to some City 
or County Commission meetings for starters. If 
you live in the New England area, local budgets 
might actually be something people are already 
organizing around. If you live anywhere else, it 
will probably be you and a few Libertarian Party 
wingnuts in the crowd. Try and make friends 
with them, even if they’re drooling on themselves 
or foaming at the mouth. Chances are they can 
explain to you in simple terms how the budget 
works and who the players are. Oh, and try to 
look half-way decent. Most of these things are 
televised, and, for better or worse, its likely that 
someone will eventually approach you in a local 
bar and say they saw you on TV. 

Thankfully, boring public meetings are not the only 
practical day-to-day way to organize against the police state. 
Let’s take some lessons from friends in Muskegon, where 
a handful of Earth Firstl-affiliated activists decided to try 
their hand at radical community organizing, with an eye on 
targeting the local police. 

Between over-crowded jail facilities and instances of 
racist police brutality, these folks searched for an entry 
point, and found it in a campaign to stop the county 
sheriff from limiting inmate correspondence to postcards 
instead of letters. They called it Letters Are Better, and 
started with a short postcard to all the inmates at the time 
(whose names and jacket numbers are public record). 
Out of that effort they formed tight connections with the 
families on the outside. In one instance, inside reports of 
health code violations resulted in the release of around 


forty inmates to alleviate over-crowding. One day after a 
home demonstration at the sheriffs house the mail policy 
was actually changed, half way: Letters could go out, but 
only postcards could come in. 

The spotlight then turned on the sheriffs plan to open a 
new jail and the Letters are Better organizers were quick to 
respond. With public sentiment and community support in 
their favor, they were able to frame the sheriffs plan as an 
expansion of the police state. 

The local paper called for a Letters Are Better member 
to be on the county’s review committee for any jail plans. 
The lucky member was able to help elevate voices in the 
community affected by incarceration and wormed their way 
onto a tour of the jail with the sheriff. To the dismay of the 
guards and cops, and the encouragement of those trapped 
behind bars, they wore a shirt with a very prominent “No 
Jail” on the front, and “People do not belong in 
cages” on the back. 

During this time, public meetings were held 
to discuss alternatives to police. The largest had 
thirty people stay for several hours, discussing 
how to support each other and their neighbors, 
and how to deal with instances of violence 
without calling the police. 

Another example of community organizing 
comes from Pennsylvania. When the state 
unveiled a plan to expand the police state by 
building new prisons, community organizing 
kicked in state-wide, culminating in a blockade 
of the first active construction site by the group 
Decarcerate PA. This opened the door for a 
public discourse on dismantling the prison- 
industrial complex, which is the manifestation 
of too many damn cops. 

Just to throw a classic biocentric twist on 
things, one of the planned prisons would have 
wiped out a bald eagle’s nest. Seriously, talk 
about intersectionalit. .. wait, never mind. You know what 
I mean. 

ENDING THIS ARTICLE (AND THE POLICE STATE) 

So, if you’re needing a break from life in the woods along 
a pipeline construction route, frack well site or old-growth 
timber sale, but can’t fight the urge to make strides towards 
toppling the industrial juggernaut, consider trying out some 
of these approaches to weakening your enemy. And even if 
you don’t think of yourself as a revolutionary (yet), imagine 
how many trees you could plant around your town with an 
extra couple million bucks.^ 

Panagioti is an editor of the Earth First! Journal, a former 
candidate for the mayor of Lake Worth , and a new dad. He can 
be contacted at: Pana@earthfirstjournal.org. 


Imagine 

how much 
stronger 
your actions 
would be 
if the cops 
didn't 
show up so 
quickly. 
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FIGHTING CHEVRON 

IN THE ROMANIAN COUNTRYSIDE 


an interview with 
track resistor 
Brianna Caradja 


Vi 


by Adam Seaman 


Pungesti is A commune of nine villages comprised of 
more than 3,400 inhabitants in Vaslui, the poorest county 
in Romania. In 2010, Chevron announced it had bought 
2 million acres of land in the Vaslui and Dobrogea regions 
of Romania so that they could explore for shale gas. A few 
days after Chevron obtained their first building permit, 
Pungesti erupted in revolt. Three days of clashes between 
locals, activists, and riot police followed. Ten people were 
injured and an 81-year-old man died. Chevron decided 
to suspend activities there until December 2, when they 
announced their resumption of operations. Clashes have 
been ongoing since. 

During the night of December 7-8, riot police raided 
several houses in Pungesti and destroyed the protesters 
camp. They have once again imposed a blockade on the 
entire commune of Pungesti. On the morning of Decem¬ 
ber 8, Chevron announced the suspension of operations. 

Like the Mi’kmaq peoples' resistance in New Bruns¬ 
wick, the people of Pungesti fight against big oil, the po¬ 
lice state, and the fracking of their lands for profit. After 
several days of clashes, Chevron has decided, for now at 
least, to suspend operations there, handing activists an¬ 
other victory in the global fight for Earths rights. I got 
to talk with leading Romanian activist, environmentalist 
and overall badass Brianna Caradja about her battles in 
Pungesti and the fight to save Earth. 


Adam: Can you explain to the readers what the protests in 
Pungesti are about and why it is important to Romania and 
the world in general? 
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Brlanna: They are aginst fracking. First of all, no one was 
consulted regarding fracking operations being done in 
their area. And in the Pungesti area only it seems Chev¬ 
ron leased or bought about 24,000 acres. Now correct 
information about the dangers of hydraulic fracking is 
well known, and yet our government just singlehandedly 
decided to welcome Chevron (and a few others, includ¬ 
ing Russian Gazprom) with open arms, against peoples 
will. To the rest of Romania its a signal that together we 
can fight back and make our opinion be heard. We can 
fight the system, and we are! Today seventy percent of 
Romania's territory is being “okayed” for fracking. Are 
they insane? 

To the rest of the world: Look, we are a small East 
European country. Communist dictatorship until 
1989. Corrupt governments since. And yet we do rise, 
and persevere! 

Adam: I love the Romanian countryside. It is beyond com¬ 
parison. I saw today that Chevron announced they were 
suspending operations there for the time being yet again. A 
small victory in what is sure to be a long war against “Big 
Oil, ” Hoiv organized is the resistance there in Pungesti? 

Brianna: Indeed a small victory. But Chevron lied before. 
After our big rallies in Pungesti in mid-October, they said 
they were giving up for the moment, only to come back 
with 1,000 military riot police. Big Oil lies all the time. 
So far we are counting on people only. Coming to stay as 
long as they can. One day, one week. 

After todays violence they also destroyed our camp, 
located in a private field (trespassing!). They trashed our 
makeshift tents, and all that was set up for cooking, and a 


generator for keeping laptops up. At this time we do not 
know to what extent they trashed everything. Also they 
are trying to plant evidence of weapons. We will know 
later, seems they claim to have found Molotov cocktails, 
and other bullshit. 

Yes, the Romanian countryside can look like a dream! 

Adam: How long have you been a gi'een activist and tvas 
there an event that told you, “Im going to fightfor our Earth 
and the rights of our people”? 

Brianna: I was born in the fear of nuclear weapons. I grew 
up horrified by nuclear plants. And massive killer oil spills. 
I guess it's hard not to become a green activist! So many 
are still asleep, yet it seems that all this violence against 
nature and against people does trigger awakenings. 

Adam: Getting back to Pungesti, have you yourself been in¬ 
volved with the protests there and do you plan on continuing 
to be? 

Brianna: Yes, and yes. Today I stayed home to be able to 
share, distribute and disseminate what happens. Being an 
activist means you have to know when being “on barri¬ 
cades” is important, but also to know when your commu¬ 
nicating skills would be best for everyone involved. 

But I cant say where I will be tomorrow or next week. 
Or for Christmas. This year is not one for staying idle! 
Tomorrow we will have had time to assess the damage 
in Pungesti, and decide whats next. Right now there are 
still some of our people in police arrest. This is our focus. 

Adam: As an environmentalist, what sort of connections 
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I want 

freedom, 
respect 
dignity and 
integrity. 
If this is 
anarchism, 
so be it! 


have you made with other groups and is 
there a common front against fracking 
amongst activists in Europe? 

Brianna: There is some very good 
communication between activists and 
groups all over Europe, and not only 
France, the UK, Germany, Poland... 
we all benefit from our common 
experiences. 

France just banned shale gas, so 
did Bulgaria. UK turned sides this 
fall. Germany wobbled, but activists 
really turned the pressure on, so they 
stopped. In Romania we have gov¬ 
ernments that are all minions to big 
corporations. Its sick to watch them 
abuse the people, and create new laws 
that are totally unconstitutional. The 
only thing that can now stop them is 
street pressure. 

Adam: Activists have called for Prime 
Minister Victor Ponta to step down be¬ 
cause of the heavy handed police presence 
there in Pungesti, some 1,000 riot police. 
Can you tell us about this presence and 
what abuses have taken place there? 

Brianna: Riot police (who are military 
in Romania) have been used in vast 
numbers, always extremely dispropor¬ 
tionate to the number of protesters. 
We are calling for a step down, yes. 
Personally I would step down not only 
the government, but the whole par¬ 
liament, who sits fat and idle, passes 
crazy laws, and generally is only there 
to get more riches (bribery is a proven 
fact). 

Abuses are of two kinds: first against 
people by passing unconstitutional 
laws that go against citizens integrity 
and rights. Secondly direct abuses via 
riot police, who overuse force and bru¬ 
talize people. 

Adam: Tl)e Chief of the Secret Services 
(SRI) called you u Eco-anarchists. ” Is that 
an accurate description? 


Brianna: Well, most people do not 
know the real meaning of anarchism 
to start with, and I don’t expect our 
“powers that be” to be above average, 
IQ-wise. I want freedom, respect, dig¬ 
nity and integrity. If this is anarchism, 
so be it! 

Adam: Is there anything you want to say 
to the activists, anti-frackers, anarchists, 
environmentalists and others out there 
who share your opinions and your fight 
for a better world out there? And how 
can they help the people of Pungesti? 

Brianna: Let us know each other more, 
let us share our experience, we have to 
become what these guys cannot be: 
a planetary movement for building a 
new paradigm. We are many, we share 
the same goals. Lets do this! 

ITelping Pungesti: first of all we are 
victims of mainstream media either 
shutting up or [slandering] us. Raising 
awareness of Romania’s fight against 
fracking and corruption would be 
great. We use “cross protesting,” it’s a 
very good awareness tactic. We always 
have banners mentioning other fights 
in other countries. Recently we did 
this with Balcombe UK against frack¬ 
ing. It’s all about raising awareness! 

Adam: I thank you from the bottom of 
my rebellious heart for your kind and 
informative words. Solidarity to you > 
solidarity to the people of Pungesti and 
Romania. Keep fighting the good fight 
and may rebellion and hope be with you. 

Brianna: Thank you! So be it! May 
your rebellious heart beat to a song of 
a planetary freedom.^ 

Adam Seaman is Editor-in-Chief at 
Brightside Global News, an online alter¬ 
native news outlet. A self-professed Anar¬ 
chist, he lives in Massachusetts with his 
wife and 1-year-old son. He is registered 
with the Massachusetts Pirate Party but 
has proudly never voted in his life. 
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HOW TO GET 

BY IN JAIL 

by David Bagdadi 

This guide is meant to help prepare folks facing jail time, especially those 
going for political actions who have little or no experience being in jail. This 
is not a guide to getting by in prison. Don’t believe the media hype—in my 
experience, actual jail is very little like the way if s portrayed on TV. 

I live in southern West Virginia and work with the RAMPS (Radical 
Action for Mountain Peoples* Survival) campaign against surface mining in 
Appalachia. Were a fairly active campaign, so Ive had many opportunities 
to engage in “civil disobedience” actions that have landed me and others in 
jail. Most of my jail experience has occurred in regional jails that serve small 
cities and rural areas, but I’ve also done time in jails serving large urban ar¬ 
eas. All told, I have spent a little over two months of my life in jail since last 
July, with my longest stretch so far lasting 30 days. 

Here are some things that have worked for me when I’ve been in jail. 
A lot of this stuff is just common sense when you bear in mind that being 
an activist who chooses to get arrested and go to jail puts you in a position 
of great privilege compared to other inmates. This is true even if, in other 
ways, those inmates may have certain privileges (racial, class, sexual orienta¬ 
tion, gender, etc.) compared to you. Because every jail is different, the more 
general suggestions below may be most useful, but the more specific “rules” 
may give you some idea of what you might want to consider when thinking 
about how to behave in jail. Note also that these rules apply mostly to inter¬ 
actions with other inmates; I’ve never had to interact much with Correction 
Officers (aka COs or jail guards) or other jail staff. 

• Keep your mouth shut (and your eyes and ears open), especially for the 
first few days of your incarceration. Talking a lot can be seen as a sign 
of nervousness, and can be annoying if you’re talking about subjects that 
don’t interest your podmates. Every jail I’ve been in groups inmates into 
pods. A pod is a group of jail cells with a common area completely sep¬ 
arate from the other cells and parts of the jail. Of course, the jail staff 
may move you to another pod, but for the time being, the people in your 
pod are the people you’ll be interacting with on a daily basis. Don’t com¬ 
plain about your treatment at the hands of the justice system—chances 
are many people in your pod have it worse than you. That’s because the 
whole system is rotten! Instead, try to pick up on the informal “rules” 
that govern your pod. For example, in some pods I’ve been in, people 
“earn” their seats when they sit down to eat; sitting in someone else’s 
seat is considered disrespectful. By doing a lot of listening, you can learn 
what’s considered proper behavior. What are your podmates saying about 
each other? 

• Be polite and respectful to the other inmates. Introduce yourself to your 
cellmate; don’t introduce yourself to the entire pod. Be nice, but at the 
same time make it clear what your limits are (i.e. “Yes, I will give you 
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my peas,” but “Sorry buddy, I’m not giving you my 
entire tray;” or “Yes, I will ask jail support to pass this 
message to your friend,” but “Sorry, I’m not going to 
ask them to bail you out.”). 

Don't snitch on other inmates! There are a million rea¬ 
sons not to do this, but among them is that there’s no 
quicker way to get everyone in your pod to despise 
you. Of course, you should never let this rule keep you 
from doing what you need to do to get yourself out of 
an unsafe situation (for example, if another inmate is 
threatening or perpetrating violence against you). 

Be yourself! Don’t try to come across as “harder” or 
more “street smart” than you actually are. You’ll come 
across as fake. Be honest about why you’re in jail— 
most likely, folks will find out the truth anyway (espe¬ 
cially if you’re going to be on the evening news) and 
lying or being evasive will only make you look weak 
and scared. Furthermore, there will likely be inmates 
in your pod who will want to hear more about your 
activism, especially once you’ve established some de¬ 
gree of trust with them. After all, there are plenty of 
folks in jail who are quite familiar with how fucked up 
our society is. 

Most jails will issue you a handbook of rules and 
procedures the jail administration has established 
for inmates. Read it if there is one, but by no means 
should you believe everything in there. 

You might want to take a few days and see how things 
stand in your pod before putting money on your com¬ 
missary account. Commissary is the term used in 
most jails for the personal monetary account that folks 
on the outside can put money into so that you can 
buy extra food, snacks, or other personal items while 
you’re locked up. This goes back to rule #1. Commis¬ 
sary can be problematic for two reasons. First, it’s a 
very concrete manifestation of your privilege as an 
activist going to jail with (hopefully) an excellent sup¬ 
port network. Secondly, if you have a lot of commis¬ 
sary, you’re giving another inmate a material reason to 
fuck with you (i.e. to steal your shit) aside from the 
fact that they’re just an asshole and they think you’re 
a soft touch. Books that folks send you tend not to 
have this problem. A predatory podmate is far more 
likely to be interested in your Snickers bar than your 
book on famous Jewish boxers (that’s what you can 
find me reading). AJso, you can share a book with the 
rest of your pod when you’re done with it. Obviously, 


holding off on commissary might be more difficult for 
folks with specific dietary or other needs. 

• Pay attention to your hygiene, and to what people's 
perceptions of your hygiene might be. Like commis¬ 
sary, this is one of those concrete things that can be a 
friction point, especially since some folks are predis¬ 
posed to think that activists have poor hygiene. I have 
never in my life had any desire to use deodorant but 
I do in jail because it has always seemed important to 
my podmates. 

• Avoid making trades or deals with other inmates that 
involve future commitments [for example, trading this 
morning's breakfast for tomorrows dinner], especially 
if you’re in a situation where either one of you could be 
released or transferred to another pod at any moment, 
and thus unable to hold up your end of the deal. You 
could inadvertently screw someone else or be screwed 
yourself—both situations that could lead to serious 
tensions. 

• Try not to focus on when you might be getting out! 

Such thinking only leads to stress and worry and 
makes time creep by. Instead, try to develop a routine 
or at least activities that will make jail more tolerable, 
like exercising, reading, playing cards, etc. This will 
help the days pass by more quickly. 

• Bear in mind that jail can at times be harder on the 
folks outside than it is for you. Regular contact be¬ 
tween you and your support network can help allay 
anxiety and stress they may be feeling. 

Jail, perhaps more than any other situation we face 
as activists, is a very individual experience. This may be 
the most useful thing I have to say about the subject. It’s 
quite likely that what you experience in jail will be dif¬ 
ferent from what I have experienced, both because every 
person is different and because every jail (or possibly even 
every section of every jail) is different. Finally, I’m sure 
what I have to say about jail reflects my background. I’m 
male, white, and I was upper middle class growing up. 
I’ve never set foot in a women’s pod before and although I 
suspect that what I have to say about jail applies to them, 
too, I can’t be sure of that.^ 

David Baghdadi looks forward to taking it to the coal com¬ 
panies in 2014 with his comrades in RAMPS from his home 
in the mountains of southern West Virginia . Any questions! 
comments? Digame at MTHEGORILLA @GMAIL. COM. 



FUR-LESS SUMMER 

How the ALF is Taking Down an Industry 

by the North American Animal Liberation Press Office 


The summer of 2013 saw an unprecedented number of 
captive fur-bearing animals liberated from the terror they 
endure on so-called “fur farms” in North America. Eleven 
known raids on farms took place between July and October, 
and at least 9,071 animals were released into the wild where 
they have a chance to live their lives in freedom. 

Animals farmed for their fur are imprisoned in cages for 
life. Their confinement is especially severe when compared 
to the miles of territory the still-wild animals would enjoy 
in their natural state. Mink in particular are motivated to 
access swimming water when released, and the absence of 
water on modern fur farms is a source of frustration and 
anxiety for captive mink. The animal prisoners never freed 
from captivity will have a 100 percent mortality rate at the 
hands of fur farmers like Einar Myhre, in Grand Meadow, 
Minnesota—who will murder them as soon as their fur 
is sufficiently thick to ensure his maximum profit, usual¬ 
ly by anal electrocution, gassing, or 
neck-breaking. 

Those who profit from the exploita¬ 
tion, abuse and killing of fur-bearing 
animals have scripted replies when 
interviewed about raids on their fa¬ 
cilities. These replies have little basis 
in fact and are designed to win unde¬ 
served sympathy from the public. 

For instance, captors will claim 
that most of the animals released 
from their farms were quickly re¬ 
captured, as if these wild animals 
just lazily stand around waiting to be locked back up 
in their tiny cages. Captors also state that released ani¬ 
mals who aren’t recaptured by fur farmers are run over 
by cars, even if there are no major roads in the area. The 
farmers’ feigned concern for the safety of liberated ani¬ 
mals is clearly dishonest, since they know full-well that 
self-mutilation, sickness, infection, poor sanitation and 
the sheer stress of confinement lead animals in captivity 
to premature death, with 10-15 percent mink and up to 
25 percent of foxes dying before the farmer can kill them. 

Another scripted argument put forth by raided farmers 
is that the caged animals are domesticated, like pets, and are 
unable to survive when released into the wild. This statement 


is contradicted by experience and scientific studies. Mink 
and other species have been released into the wild, followed 
with the help of radio banding, and found to roam miles 
and survive long-term on a regular basis. A recent Vancouver 
Sun newspaper article quoted Canadian wildlife biologist 
Mark Pimlott on the subject: 

“Mink are wild animals raised in captivity. They will suf¬ 
fer high mortality in the first few weeks. But no one can 
convince me there won’t be survivors.... Newfoundland, 
Iceland, Britain, Scandinavia and the former Soviet Union 
are among the areas in which escapes from mink farms have 
resulted in viable wild populations.” 

Fur farmers also ffequendy whine that their livelihood is 
under attack by animal liberation activists, playing themselves 
off as victims and ignoring the imprisonment, exploitation and 
murder of wild species that takes place in their facilities. Just 
as American slave owners were unable to use this argument to 
maintain their chosen “lifestyle,” neither 
can the profit from selling the skins of 
another being justify the existence of 
these immoral institutions of terror. 

The Animal Liberation Front and 
other animal liberationists will con¬ 
tinue to utilize not only the direct 
liberation of animals from the ter¬ 
rorists who abuse and imprison wild 
animals, but also engage in economic 
sabotage to halt needless animal suffer¬ 
ing. Destroying breeding cards, farm 
equipment and fences makes it more 
expensive for the industry to trade in the lives of sentient 
beings, and more likely that the atrocities committed against 
these innocents will occur in smaller numbers. Liberation¬ 
ists acting on behalf of disempowered animals will continue 
their campaign until every last fur farmer has been displaced, 
bankrupted or destroyed. 

Since December of 2011, at least three suspicious fires 
have destroyed mink farm facilities, including a fire in 
Detroit Lakes, Minnesota in October of 2013 that did 
$500,000 worth of damage. In addition, there have been 
dozens of smaller acts of economic sabotage against the fur 
industry, both in North America and beyond, costing the 
industry millions of dollars in profit. 


Liberationists acting 

on behalf of 
disempowered animals 
will continue their 
campaign until every 
last fur farmer has been 
displaced, bankrupted 
or destroyed. 
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THE FINAL NAIL 


EF! Journal Editor's Note: The 
following article, which recounts 
the history ofY inal Nail publica¬ 
tions and subsequent animal lib¬ 
eration actions, was released on 
May 31, 2013. The authors were 
therefore unaware of the surge in 
fur farm raids that would occur 
that summer after the release of 
Final Nail #4. 


Fur farming is already banned in Austria, Croatia and the 
United Kingdom, and in Switzerland the regulations are so 
strict that there are no fur farms. There are roughly 300 fur 
farms remaining in the US, located in 23 states. There is no 
reason to believe that the current war on terror here in this 
country, conducted by compassionate individuals who have 
never harmed a human being in hundreds of similar acts of 
liberation over 30 years, cannot achieve the obliteration of 
these final few bastions of cruelty, wanton abuse and yes, 
terror. It’s up to you, dear reader, to join the fight against 
terror. It’s neither difficult nor complicated, just select a 


The Final Nail: A Short History 

In 1996, The Final Nail HI: Destroying the Fur Industry circu¬ 
lated rapidly through the grassroots animal liberation move¬ 
ment. It offered the first comprehensive list of mink, fox, and 
lynx farms to date, revealing for the first time the exact phys¬ 
ical location of fur farms across North America. Prior to its 
release, there had been five fur farm liberations in the country. 
In the two and a half years that followed, there were nearly 
fifty 

The following year, The Final Nail #2 was released with up¬ 
dated info on many new farms. The ALF’s fur farm campaign 
continued to accelerate, with larger and more frequent raids. 
Despite The Final Nails massive impact, and the dozens of 
continued farm raids by the ALF, manual publication remained 
dormant for the next 11 years. 

In the summer of 2008, The Final Nail was resurrected 
with its third release. The list had been massively updated with 
over 100 previously unknown farms and over 10 years of accu¬ 
mulated data on liberating fur farm prisoners. Fearing another 
surge in fur farm raids, the fur industry moved swiftly to have 
copies removed from the internet. Its circulation shifted to 
hard copy editions which were distributed person-to-person. 

Despite its limited circulation, The Final Nails impact 
continued. Within three months of this release, three farms 
whose addresses were first revealed in its pages were raided and 
nearly 9,000 mink released. The Final Nail was back. 

The updated Final Nail #4 comes five years later, in the 
summer of 2013, in what is perhaps the period of lowest activ¬ 
ity since the ALF began its fur farm campaign. The past year 
saw only a single raid in North America: thirteen foxes from a 
farm in Elkton, Virginia. 

The Final Nail #4 offers these updates: 

• Over 100 new fur farms since the last edition 

• Specific details on fur farm layout (gathered from on-site 

investigations) 

• Analysis of weak links in the industry 

The spirit and function of The Final Nail is needed now 
more than ever. In a time when the movement has shifted 
from offensive to defensive, from a conversation on what 
we're going to do to stop them to what they’re doing to stop 
us, from a time of ALF actions at a rate of one every two 
weeks to one of movement-wide paralysis inspired by rampant 
fear-mongering, The Final Nail represents a return to the es¬ 
sence of the ALF and the warrior model: the where, the how, 
and purpose that transcends all obstacles and fears. 

To the rebirth of The Final Nail , and swift death of the 
fur industry. 


target and get the job done as so many have before you. 

Fight terrorism now! ^ 

Targets of fur farm raids, July-October 2013: 

• Jul 27: Farm of Shelli Frazier, 6934 Ffighway 200, 
Plains, Montana (1 bobcat) 

• Jul 28: Farm of Fur Commission Board Member Cindy 
Moyle, Burley, Idaho (2,400 mink) 

• Aug 14: East Fork Mink Ranch, 1875 Nelson Road, 
Morris, Illinois (2,000 mink) 

• Aug 26: Royal Oak Fur Farm, Simcoe, Ontario (800 
mink and fox) 

• Aug 30: Farm of Don Conrad, 1109 190th Street Keota, 
Iowa (100 mink) 

• Sep 13: Farm ofHarold Ovard, Wanship, Utah (20 
mink) 

• Sep 25: Rykola Mink Farm, 557 Colver Road, 
Ebensburg, Pennsylvania (500+ mink) 

• Sep 29: Lion Farms, 2707 Ffoaglin Road, Van Wert, 
Ohio (300 mink) 

• Oct 2: Unnamed fur farm, 28250 Downes Road, 
Abbotsford, British Columbia (500 mink) 

• Oct 5: Bonlander Furs, New Holstein, Wisconsin (2,000 
mink) 

• Oct 7: Myhre Mink Farm, Highway 16, Grand Meadow, 
Minnesota (450 mink) 


A copy of the Final Nail #4 is at finalnail.wordpress.com. 


I«l 





r 




The action camp is how our movement coordinates an escalating 
series of whimsical assaults on the powers that be. The action camp 
often allows us to appear this way even at times when we are still 
weak, disorganized and inexperienced. More simply put, an action 
camp is the gathering of activists around a certain campaign or 
organization to share skills, build solidarity across the movement, 
and (often) to bring numbers of people to a place in need of visible, 
physical public pressure. As activists attempt to bring awareness 
about the current ecocide from relative silence to utter cacophony, 
the action camp is back in style and looking better than ever. 
Lately, everybody’s been planning action camps: Greenpeace, 
Rising Tide and Earth First! groups across the country, Tar Sands 
Blockade (TSB) and Great Plains Tar Sands Resistance, First 
Nations folk from Pine Ridge to occupied British Columbia. Not 
to be outdone, the Trans and Womyn’s Action Camp had not one, 
not two, but three camps in 2013! 

But, geez, sometimes action camps’really suck for organizers. A 
lot can go wrong—everything from poor infrastructure to botched 
actions, to spontaneous 8-hour conflict mediation sessions the 
day before the big protest. In the last year, I’ve heard people 
say they never wanna organize another action camp ever again 
for the rest of their lives. Worse, I’ve seen participants—young, 
inspired, first time activists with clean records and fresh ideas to 
bring to our movement—leave action camps feeling frustrated 
and disempowered. Which to me says that while there is a whole 
lot to gain from throwing a rad action camp that brings us closer 
together and scares the crap out of Corporation X, there is a also a 
lot to lose in hosting a drama-ridden gathering with undercooked 
beans and overflowing shitters. 

Problem identified, I sat down with a couple experts in the field 
of action camp planning: Young guns “Mindy” and “Ashley,” who 
have organized half a dozen action camps with Tar Sands Blockade 
in their first year as full time eco-defenders; and Ynes, a veteran 
badass who has been active with EF!, Greenpeace and the Ruckus 
Society for over a decade. Here are some tips for improving action 
camps, or planning one for the first time: 

DETERMINE YOUR FOCUS 

Ask, “Why are we holding this action camp?” If your primary 
goal is to build community, share skills, or kick-start a fledgling 
campaign, then there is no reason to burn everyone out trying to 
execute the most elaborate blockade in the history of Earth First!. 
In some situations, a really well facilitated workshop or a kickass 
swimming hole is just as important as the action. 

On the flip side, when it’s time to get down to business and 
“escalate in the face of repression,” as TSB did continuously through 


the fall and winter of 2012, some of our cultural attachments to 
summer camp must be crushed to make way for action-planning 
logistics. If you want to pull off a complicated action with a bunch 
of people, consider leaving parts of the camp schedule totally open 
for action planning and painting banners. 

Ynes focuses on a different style of action camp with an 
emphasis on disseminating skills, and “on a movement-wide basis, 
building stronger friendships.” Some such action camps might 
prepare participants for a particular action, she says, “but that’s 
secondary.” When overshadowed by action planning, training at 
most action camps is rushed and inadequate. Camps that facilitate 
a 9-to-5 training schedule—sometimes with tracks that allow 
participants to build on a specific skill throughout the week—help 
create a culture of resistance outside of the isolated flashpoints that 
come with our single-issue campaigns. 

DO THE OUTREACH 

“Don’t just post your flier, put it online, and then be surprised 
when no one comes,” says Mindy. This should be obvious: the 
kind of people you want at your action camp are probably also 
the kind of people who like to build community through face- 
to-face relationships. I’m always surprised when I meet the lone, 
courageous individual at an action camp who came out because 
they saw a flier about the event on a city light post and thought, 
“Why not?” Most of us end up at these things because we are 
already part of a community that will be represented there. If we 
are trying tp build the movement, then it follows that we need to 
connect in a real way with people outside of our everyday social 
networks. TSB prefaced their first action camp with a roadshow (a 
promotional tour leading up to the event). The roadshow, which 
focused on meeting witfi the impacted communities along the 
Keystone XL pipeline route, drew strong representation from rural 
Texans to'the first action camp, even though many of the camp 
organizers were young, urban radicals. 

Mindy suggests using RSVPs for action camps. Rather than 
estimating camp attendance based on social media, TSB organizers 
phone bank to connect with potential participants. This way, those 
who might have no prior connection to the camp organizers have 
the opportunity to ask questions and also feel as though their 
participation is welcome and expected. 

SWEAT THE SMALL STUFF 

“Logistics are everything,” says Ynes: food, water, beds, bathrooms, 
workshop spaces, tarps, etc. This becomes apparent when rain 
pours down for the entire action camp and half the workshops are 
canceled for lack of shelter. 
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Ynes recalls a particularly chaotic action camp where “food 
politics tore the camp apart.” A few “mean and nasty cooks” bossed 
other people around; one asshole in particular repeatedly harassed 
all the women working in the kitchen. The food was strictly veg¬ 
an, and the participants—who were mostly from First Nations 
and communities of color, “felt like the food didn’t accommodate 
their heritage.” In other instances, failing to provide adequate meal 
options for herbivores could spell big drama. So logistical prepa¬ 
rations often depend on the participants you expect to bring in. 
Rather than assuming the needs of your attendees, you may want 
to provide a form online for people to list any food or infrastruc¬ 
ture needs. Some things are harder for a low budget camp to come 
by, but there may also be small, simple details that will make a big 
difference in whether some people can participate. 

LEAVE THE BOOZE AT HOME 

There are many, many reasons to keep your camp dry: to keep 
participants focused on the work at hand; to prevent hangover-re¬ 
lated burnout; to encourage good, sober consent; to create a safer 
space for people who are recovering from alcoholism, or for those 
who are triggered by it; and to work better with people from other 
cultural backgrounds where drinking is not a norm. 

As anecdotal evidence, Mindy says that the only TSB action 
camp where drinking culture and “rowdy fires” were normal¬ 
ized (most TSB action camps are dry) was also the most chaotic. 
Though the action happened on schedule, the action planning 
process was riddled with mis-communication and the post-action 
debrief dealt heavy criticism to the organizers. Certainly there were 
other factors to blame, but alcohol has a special way of turning a 
manageable conflict into a total shit show. 

On a positive note, many have attested that 2013 s Earth First! 
Winter Rendezvous in Ohio, a dry event, was one of the best na¬ 
tional Earth First! gatherings in recent memory. Without the cloud 
of rowdy fire hangover, action planning was a relative breeze and 
participants attended an amazing array of meetings and work¬ 
shops. And, yes, even in frost-bite conditions, there was a very 
stable, sober, victorious naked pyramid after the “Night to Howl.” 

If you still want to allow some drinking at your camp, consider 
planning one party night either early in the camp (well before crit¬ 
ical action planning time) or as a post-debrief after party. 

A MOREL FOR ACTION PLANNING 

Perhaps the trickiest part of organizing an action camp is plan¬ 
ning the action with as little hierarchy as possible while respecting 
“security culture” and “the element of surprise.” In other words: 
everyone who comes to the action camp will want to (and should) 
have some say in the tactics they use and the level of risk they take; 
but any action that disrupts business as usual will require some 
level of secrecy by those in an “organizer” role to prevent early 
disruption by law enforcement. Apart from security culture, there 
are many reasons that the resident organizers may maintain some 
level of leadership over the action. In the end, it is your campaign, 
and your crew has the best knowledge about the nuances of strat¬ 
egy and media. 

As a general rule, Mindy recommends being nice. “You’re not 
a fucking eco-ninja-warrior-badass. I mean, maybe you are, but...” 
In other words, you, the organizer , shouldn’t perpetuate the divi¬ 
sion between organizer and participant beyond the necessity of 
security and campaign strategy. While action planning meetings 


should avoid revealing maps and specific action locations, organiz¬ 
ers should be “upfront about how and why you are using security 
culture.” If you can’t explain why something should be a secret, 
maybe it shouldn’t be. 

There are many ways to go about planning an action at a camp 
or convergence. This is one model that has worked for TSB and 
similar eco-defense campaigns. 

1. Have participants split into affinity groups, or groups of about 
3-8 people who already know and trust each other or share 
similar interests. 

2. Explain that there will be risk levels: “green,” “orange,” and 
“red.” Green is low-to-no risk of arrest, red is very high risk or 
intentional arrest. 

3. Explain parameters for the action. Share all of the information 
about the location and target that is allowable with security in - 
mind. This includes the primary goal of the action. Describe 
some of the roles that may need to be filled. Explain ground 
rules/norms about tactics that your organization has deter¬ 
mined in advance. This may include your access to bail money 
and how many intentional arrests you can afford to support 
through the legal process. Be transparent about whether people 
will be expected to cover their own legal fees, and also about 
what charges arrestees might experience at the action site. Go 
over your organization’s non-violence code if you have one. 

I|. Have affinity groups (or AGs) break off and discuss what level 
of risk they will take and what tactics they are interested in 
using. 

5. Have each AG send a representative to a larger meeting to 
pitch ideas about what their group will do. Use this time to 
coordinate how the different affinity groups will work with 
each other. 

6 . Get on and make mischief! 

DON'T FORGET THE DEBRIEF 

The debrief is your opportunity as an organizer to receive recog¬ 
nition and learn from mistakes. You will make mistakes, and par¬ 
ticipants will tell you about it. To plan an effective debrief, assign 
a convener and facilitator ahead of time. The convener should 
choose a location that is far enough away from the action site that 
people will feel safe and comfortable talking about the action, but 
close enough that everyone can come. Providing food and water 
will help people stay focused on the conversation. The facilitator 
should encourage people to be brief and make space for a wide va¬ 
riety of people to talk. No matter how the action went, make sure 
to celebrate the work that people did. Organizers should refrain 
from going on the defensive when criticized. It takes courage for 
newer, younger or less experienced activists to tell organizers why 
they suck. Honor the ideas that they have to offer. 

Though it is a norm for most camps to end on the day of ac¬ 
tion, consider planning for your camp to be a day longer so that 
more people attend the debrief. ^ 

Grace lives in Southern Cascadia (“So-Case”) and generally hangs out 
with all of the crusty forest wingnuts that live there. She is really excit¬ 
ed about working for the journal this winter and helping organize the 
Round River Rendezvous on the West Coast this summer! 
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PEOPLE 
OF THE 
RAIN 

by Robert Joe Stout 


“There is no sound like it in the world—the wind blowing 
through the growing corn. It whispers stories about who the 
people are, the thousands of years that they have lived here, 
the thousands of years of growing corn.” 

Erect and sturdy despite his seventy-plus years of “living 
with the land not from the land,” Don Juan Perez clasped 
my shoulder with work-hardened fingers as he insisted on 
the distinction between “those of us with alma mixteca ”— 
Mixtecan soul—and those who had lost or abandoned it or 
tried to impose foreign values and ways of doing things. 

I met Juan Perez over twenty-five years ago in a charming 
colonial town tucked among a tumult of hills in the Mexican 
state of Oaxaca. The Mixteca, a swath of some 40,000 
square kilometers extending from the Sierra Madre to the 
Pacific Ocean, retains pristine mountain beauty as well as 
thousands of miles of plateaus and valleys devastated by 
drought, deforestation and neglect. 

For Perez the people of the Mixteca, gente autentica, 
were part of, not possessors of, the land and everything it 
contained—vegetation, animals, minerals, rain, even the 
sunshine. As part of the land he could not separate himself 
from it without violating both himself and the greater 
whole. “I believe in it,” he averred, belief that implied that 
he also believed in himself. 
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To a lesser extent he believed in the Church but not, 
he said, in the government. For Perez—and for many other 
Mixtecans then and today—the government is an invasive 
foreign presence and has been since the Spanish first 
brought their appetites for cattle and timber, minerals and 
wheat to the Mixteca nearly five centuries ago. “The more 
that those in the government try to do, the worse things 
become,” Perez scoffed. They come only to take and not to 
share. Like the droughts that have ravished the Mixteca, one 
after another the governments disappear, leaving behind a 
raped and suffering countryside. 

The Mixtecan culture dates to 7,000 BC when peoples 
who called themselves Nuu Savii (People of the Rain) be¬ 
gan to till Mixtecan soil. They cultivated varieties of native 
corn, devised irrigation systems that conserved rainwater, 
and defended their land against aggressors. Like Juan Perez 
they considered themselves to be integrally connected, phys¬ 
ically and spiritually, to the land, the seasons and the areas 
wildlife. Although united by language, heritage and culture, 
they were not in the European sense a political identity. The 
Mixtecan terrain—valleys interwoven among steep hills 
that zigzag upwards to crests where Mexico’s Sierra Madre 
Occidental and Sierra Madre Oriental converge—separat¬ 
ed Mixtecan communities into small self-sufficient com¬ 
munal groupings, each with its own political and cultural 
organization. 


Despite the Spanish conquest that began in the sixteenth 
century, contact among these separate communities with the 
rest of Mexico was slight. Catholic missionaries gradually 
merged pre-Conquest religious beliefs into churches and 
missions they established, which later became communal 
centers. Conversion was slow but effective, unlike the 
ruptures brought by mining, logging and cattle raising. 

Although charmed—enamored—by the Mixteca during 
those weeks of adventuring rugged hills toppling one after 
another toward mountains hazed by bluish mist and scissored 
by valleys lush with almost impenetrable vegetation, I was 
acutely aware of the poverty visible everywhere. Patched 
along the slopes one could see cultivated milpas —self- 
sufficient farms that provided corn, melons, beans, chiles, 
poultry and milk goats—but also vast desiccated acreages, 
broken-down buildings and abandoned wells. A state 
government administrator in Tlaxiaco told me vast stretches 
of the Mixteca had lost an estimated fifteen feet of topsoil 
since Spanish conquest. 

Only in the mountainous areas where logging was 
difficult did one see extensive forest growth. Heavy late 
spring and summer rains gushed down the denuded 
mountainsides into arroyos that deposited the flow into 
the Pacific Ocean. The fertile land that remained was being 
pummeled with commercial fertilizers and pesticides and 
in many areas had become totally unproductive. No longer 












able to wrest subsistence from the land, more and more 
Mixtecans sought work elsewhere, some in cities, many as 
undocumented workers in the United States. 

The poverty today is even more evident. Once thriving 
towns stand almost totally abandoned. Crime and territorial 
conflicts have increased. To my questioning, “What has 
happened to the alma mixteca?” Maria Teresa Vasquez, who 
has taught school in the area for over twenty years, replied: 

“You see what happens when a house, a building, is 
abandoned. It deteriorates. Bad people move in. They don’t 
care about it. Or poor people who can’t take care of it. That’s 
what happened in the Mixteca. So many good people left 
there weren’t enough still here to take care of it. Many who 
remain are very desperate. They do 
desperate things.” 

By 1994 Mexico’s federal 
government had withdrawn subsidies 
on fertilizer, diesel and other 
necessities. It also eliminated the 
Conusupo markets that had offered 
low cost goods to rural residents, 

Agrosemex that had provided seed, and 
Banrural that had issued government 
guaranteed loans repayable after 
harvest. Under the North American 
Free Trade Agreement transnational 
corporations were able to sell US 
government-subsidized corn and 
other agricultural products at lower 
prices than unsubsidized Mixtecan 
campesinos were getting. 

The Mixteca became a land of old 
men, widows and children. There was no work, no money 
and little food; a United Nations analysis reported commu¬ 
nities as destitute as any in sub-Saharan Africa. A few years 
ago, climbing with a Mixtecan friend towards a mountain 
village, I came across three children trudging along the path. 
The oldest, perhaps eleven or twelve, carried a baby. 

“Where are your parents?” I asked. 

“There. On ‘The Other Side.’” 

“In the United States?” 

“Yes.” 

“Who cares for the little ones?” 

“I do.” 

“You alone? No one else?” 

“No one else. My grandmother is sick.” 

“Where are you going?” 

“To the house of my cousins. To get tortillas.” 

“Can’t you stay with your cousins?” 

“No. If I did someone would take our house away. Then 
we would have no place to live.” 

Barren land. But not totally destroyed. Many former 
emigrants have returned to the Mixteca bringing with them 


new energy and new ideas. New, that is, to the twenty-first 
century. Much of what is currently being introduced into 
Mixteca agriculture—and consequently into the area’s way of 
life—is centuries old. In the depleted farming areas around 
the colonial town of Nochixtlan and in other parts of the 
Mixteca local farmers have re-adopted pre-colonial systems of 
building stone containment walls and trenching the slopes to 
prevent erosion during the rainy seasons. 

One of the leaders of the movement to rennovate the Mixte¬ 
ca, Jesus Leon, began replanting native tree saplings in drought- 
parched former farmland over twenty years ago. The young 
trees absorbed rainwater, preventing runoff and erosion; cam- 
pesino groups joined forces with him and erected community 
greenhouses. They plant 200,000 native 
trees a year (not government-sponsored 
eucalyptus for pulpwood). Through an 
organization that Leon co-founded res¬ 
idents of twelve Mixtecan communities 
have revitalized 5,000 hectares of land 
and reforested another 2,000 hectares. 
The ground water level in these revital¬ 
ized areas has risen between 50 and 100 
percent. A Mexican engineer working 
in the Mixteca has enabled growers to 
plant and irrigate during drought con¬ 
ditions by developing a substance he 
calls “solid rain,” which conserves water 
in super absorbent potassium. A return 
to the old ways, but with innovative 
thinking and technological help. 

Unfortunately, not all of the 
Mixteca has returned—or has been 
able to return—to the “old ways.” Foreign mining compa¬ 
nies have acquired the rights to huge tracts of land; illegal 
clear-cutting continues: instead of supporting locally grown 
agriculture the federal government’s “campaign to end hun¬ 
ger” subsidizes food doles administered by Pepsi-Cola and 
Nestle, producers of chemically processed junk food. 

But like native plants that have sustained the Mixteca for 
millennia, the new processes derived from traditional forms 
of land care and agriculture are re-nurturing the region 
and its people. Growth is slow but with each planting and 
harvesting cycle more land is being revitalized, more forestry 
restored. As Don Juan Perez might chide: 

“If only governments will stay out of the way.” ^ 

After covering journalism assignments for many years as a re¬ 
porter, editor and freelancer, Robert Joe Stout currently resides in 
Oaxaca, Mexico. His essays, poetry and fiction have appeared in 
Conscience, The American Scholar, South Dakota Review and 
many other magazine and journals. His most recent books include 
the novel Running Out the Hurt and the volume of poetry A 
Perfect Pitch. Contact Robert at: mexicoconamor@yahoo. com 


Barren land. But not 

totally destroyed. Many 
former emigrants have 
returned to the Mixteca 
bringing with them new 
energy and new ideas. 
New, that is, to the 
twenty-first century. 
Much of what is currently 
being introduced into 
Mixteca agriculture is 
centuries old. 
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Keep 

Vacant 

Lots 

Vacant 

by Tree Bark 


Early last spring we reclaimed an abandoned lot— 
yanked it from the unruly grip of nature and returned 
it to the civilized. We worked hard. In return for our ef¬ 
fort we got some tomatoes, collards, squash, cabbage and 
many other vegetables. I also gained something much 
more valuable in the process. 

I learned that in spite of widespread support for urban 
farming, there is something deeply problematic with it. 
Mostly it has to do with civilization. 

The lot probably hadn’t been touched for 30 years. It 
was filled with what would be derided as “weeds.” What 
was really there was wild carrot, dock, lambs quarters, 
amaranth, burdock, thistle, wild lettuce, purslane, smart- 
weed, Asiatic day flower, dandelion, chicory, various 
mints, stinging nettle, dead nettle, wood sorrel, chick- 
weed, creeping charlie, black nightshade, mulberries, 
violets, garlic mustard, milk weed, knotweed, mugwort, 
wild strawberries, sow thistle, a 40-foot-tall cherry tree 
and countless others, all edible. 

On either side of the feral lot in the middle of pover¬ 
ty-stricken North Philadelphia are two houses decaying 
from decades of neglect. Ivy grows up their sides. Roots 
of the herbage and trees run into the basements. A mostly 
collapsed, two-story brick building sits near the back of 
the lot. Herbage fills the inside and the three standing 
walls appear to be in the process of being swallowed by 
the surrounding vegetation and ivy. The dock and thistle 






grow over seven feet tall. Burdock leaves grow big enough 
to wrap a mid-sized dog. Some of the woodier plants 
reach over twenty feet. Large trees surround the perimeter 
and a few look like they could be over 100 years old. At 
least two owls call the lot home, as do a redtailed hawk, 
garden snakes, praying mantises and many, many others. 

This is what a collapsing civilization looks like. It is not in 
some far-off future, but here and now in the forgotten and 
“neglected” parts of our own cities, towns and countryside. 
I feel overwhelming joy to witness it. These forgotten places 
are all over my city. Its said there are something like 40,000 
vacant lots here, and a certain (though unknowable) number 
of them are “neglected,” feral places. I can’t wait until my 
whole city is neglected and overtaken by “weeds.” 

I have a bit of a history with wild places here. Several 
years ago I was put in charge of a compost site on a feral 
lot in West Philly. My two duties were to turn the com¬ 
post and mow the “lawn.” The first day I went out to 
mow the lawn the herbage had already grown tall. Wild 
flowers were blooming and an abundance of butterflies 
that I had never seen in the city before flew among the 
flowers and plants. I cut a narrow path from the sidewalk 
to the bins and left the rest alone. It 
wasn’t long before the project was 
kicked off the site. 

Some people might object to me 
calling these places wild. They are 
certainly not untouched wilderness 
and they are full of non-native spe¬ 
cies, a fact people who wish to devel¬ 
op and destroy such places will eagerly 
point out. What is not as easy to say 
is which plants are naturalized and 
which are not. Or when non-native 
plants are invasive or generally har¬ 
monious. Sometimes the rigid language of science doesn’t 
help us understand complex relationships. I tend to view 
these plants like a scab growing over the open wound of 
industrial civilization; they may not be pretty to some, 
but they are a part of the Earth healing itself—and for 
^ god’s sake quit picking at them! 

Many of these “weeds” have been following foreign 
settlers/colonizers like me around for centuries, sprouting 
up in our heavy footsteps. We’ve become deeply familiar 
with them even as we disparage them as “weeds.” There is 
hardly a civilized person who won’t recognize a dandelion. 
But what we despise in these plants is also a part of our¬ 
selves—the part of us that is closest to nature. These heal¬ 
ing plants are the Earth’s open invitation to begin healing 
ourselves—to reject civilization and live wild. Delectable 
dock greens sprout up from the land we destroy; amaranth 


pokes up from cracks in the sidewalk; mulberry trees fol¬ 
low us around, dropping their fruits on our heads. Could 
the Earth be speaking to us any more clearly? 

I, like many of the plants here, am not native to the 
area, and I even displaced others by coming here. But this 
is now my home, as it is the home of dandelion, mulber¬ 
ry, burdock and knotweed. To deny that these plants can 
be wild is to deny that we can be wild. These plants are 
wild though. What does it mean that we reject them? 

We cleared that lot last April. We didn’t clear it com¬ 
pletely, but we did a pretty good job of it. We cut down 
the herbage, removed the fallen, decaying branches and 
built 41 four-by-ten foot raised garden beds. The project 
was funded by the aptly named non-profit Resources for 
Human Development. This one civilizing act had a rip¬ 
ple effect. An adjacent feral lot, untouched for as long 
as ours, was bought this year and scraped bare. Our one 
neighbor now mows our lot, including the unused por¬ 
tions, to keep up appearances. It’s done with the support 
of my management and against my persistent objections. 
The “civilized” have some sort of pathological need to 
cut and clear—to eradicate anything that is not orderly 
or conforming. I’ve recently taken to 
laying logs around patches of the land 
I wish to spare from the mower. 

If we look at vacant lots from a 
purely selfish perspective—rejecting 
the owl and the hawk, the thistle and 
the wild strawberry—and consider 
only how much use the land is to us 
humans, it is not even clear that gar¬ 
dens are better than feral lots. I can’t 
say which would produce more food. 
This region is fertile. Urban lots nat¬ 
urally burst with edible plants. When 
we consider the health of the entire ecosystem, it is crystal 
clear what needs to be done. 

People adapt to their environment. Give them fast 
food, they’ll eat fast food. Give them civilized vegetables, 
they will eat from their garden. Give them wilderness and 
they’ll eat wild food. I’ve seen it in poverty stricken North 
Philly—big rosettes of dock full of lush leaves one day 
and picked clean the next. I’ve seen it with the woman 
who brought buckets of homemade mulberry ice wa¬ 
ter for a group of children who volunteer at the garden. 
When there is wilderness around us it brings out some of 
the wildness in us. Perhaps that is what the civilized are 
so afraid of.. 

Tree Bark is currently bringing about the collapse of indus¬ 
trial civilization in and around Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 


This is what a collapsing 

civilization looks like. It 
is not in some far-off 
future, but here and now 
in the forgotten and 
"neglected" parts of our 
own cities, towns and 
countryside. 
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Make Your Own 

Herbal Healing Oils & Salves 

by Mountain Rose Herbs 


Easily slipped into a purse, backpack, or first aid kit, herbal 
infused oils and salves harness the healing medicinal properties 
of herbs, and are easy to make at home. They can be crafted for 
a wide variety of topical uses, including arthritis, bruises, cuts, 
rashes, inflammation, insect bites and stings, sores, sprains, 
strains, minor wounds, chapped and dry skin, as well as other 
skin irritations and conditions. The addition of oil and bees¬ 
wax offers additional properties that work to soothe, emolliate, 
nourish, condition, and protect the skin. 

HERBAL INFUSED OILS 

Since infusions typically take several weeks, its best to prepare 
them in advance so they’re ready whenever you need them. If 
short on time, you can also use the quick method outlined be¬ 
low or purchase pre-infused herbal oils. 

Solar Method: We prefer the solar method when making 
herbal infused oils. This extraction method utilizes the gen¬ 
tle warmth of the sun to slowly extract medicinal compounds 
from the herbs over a period of time. 

1. Place dried botanicals into a dry, sterilized glass jar. Coarse- 
‘ ly chop or grind herbs first, leaving delicate flowers whole. 

2 . Cover with organic extra virgin olive oil (or other carrier oil 
of choice with a stable shelf life) leaving at least 1 -2 inches 
of oil above the herbs, allowing room for them to swell. 
Dense materials, such as roots and barks, will absorb far less 
oil than fluffy materials such as flowers and leaves. 

3 . Cap the jar tightly and place in a sunny, warm window. 
Shake the jar as often as you remember, at least once or 
twice per day. If the herbs absorb the oil, add more so that 
they are always submerged. 

Allow the oil to infuse for 4-6 weeks, or until the oil takes 
on the color and aroma of the herb. 

5 . Once the preparation is ready, strain it through a cheese¬ 
cloth and pour the infused oil into dry, sterilized amber 
glass bottles for storage. Make sure to squeeze as much oil 
as possible from the herbs and cheesecloth. Herbal oils will 
keep for approximately a year if stored properly in a dark, 
cool place. Vitamin E oil may also be added to prolong the 
shelf life. 


Quick Method: If you don’t have time to infuse according to 
the solar method, consider using a double boiler for a faster 
infusion that utilizes heat. 

1. Place herbs in a crockpot, double boiler, or electric yogurt 
maker, and cover with extra virgin olive oil (or other stable 
oil of choice) leaving at least an inch or two of oil above 
the herbs. You will use approximately 1 -2 oz of dry herb to 
each cup of oil. 

2 . Gently heat the herbs over very low heat (preferably be¬ 
tween 100 and 140 degrees Fahrenheit) for 1-5 hours until 
the oil takes on the color and scent of the herb. Much care 
needs to be taken when creating herbal oils this way because 
you do not want to deep-fry your herbs! 

3 . Turn off heat and allow to cool. Once the oil has cooled, 
follow step #5 from the solar method. 

HERBAL SALVES 

Although semi-solid at room temperature, salves soften once 
applied to the skin, making them less messy to apply than oils. 
To make a salve, first craft your herbal infused oil(s) as outlined 
above. This will take several weeks, but once finished, the rest 
of the salve making process will only take minutes! 

You'll need: 

• 8 oz herbal infused oil(s) of your choice. 

• 1 oz Beeswax (use Carnauba Wax for a vegan salve) 

• 10-20 drops essential oil of choice (optional). Lav¬ 
ender and Tea Tree essential oils are popular favorites. 

• Glass jars or tin containers (clean and dry) 

1. Place herbal infused oils and beeswax over a double boiler, 
and gently warm over low heat until the beeswax melts. 

2 . Remove from heat and add the essential oil and Vitamin E 
Oil (if desired). 

3 . Quickly pour into prepared tins or glass jars. Allow to cool 
completely at room temperature. 

*1. Salves should be stored in a cool location where they will 
remain semi-solid and will not continuously melt and re¬ 
solidify. If stored correctly, salves will last for 1-3 years. ^ 
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Landfills show us the gluttony of convenience. Why are we choosing 
to create mountains of trash where flowers once grew? 

Here at Mountain Rose Herbs, we have an aggressive Zero Waste Pro¬ 
gram to prevent the creation of garbage, within our company. Every 
day our recycling staff touches each piece of “trash” and evaluates its 
potential for reuse. We work hard to recycle, compost, and reclaim all 
of the waste materials that come into our facilities. This important mis¬ 
sion influences everything we do. 

It’s time for business to value the Earth over ease. 


maum tain rose 

• com 

800.879.3337 www.mountainroseherbs.com 
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r insider ’s 
Account 
of a Social 
Movement 
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WILDEARTHCUARDIANS.ORG 


WildEarth 

Guardians 

A FORCE FOR NATURE 




Get Exposure! We circulate worldwide! 


Ad space helps us meet our printing needs— 
we also offer a discounted non-profit rate. 
For more information, contact: 


ADS@EARTHFIRSTJOURNAL.ORG 



BuffaloFieldCampaign.org 


Burning Books 

Books, media and events 
from the 

freedom struggle. 

420 Connecticut St, 

Buffalo, NY 

BURNINGBOOKSBUFFALO. COM 



• •••inside/out««*» 

a book club for anarchist prisoners and their supporters 
outside people can sign up here: 
www.combustionbooks.org/insideout 
inside people can sign up sending a letter to: 
Combustion Books 
PO 721338 

_ Jackson Heights, NY 11372 _ 
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Entering the Mind of the Tracker 

288 pages $18.00 by Tamarack Song 

• Awaken the deep memory that your 
nature is nature 

• Turn invisible and move quiet as a 
shadow 

• Learn how to backtrack a clear-cut 

• Remember the old instinctive way of 
finding animals 

• Become the animal to know her 
thoughts and feelings 

• Get close enough to look into her eyes 

Order from amazon.com or directly with free 

shipping from: 


Teaching Drum Outdoor School 
7124 Military Rd. 

Three Lakes, WI 54562 
715-546-2944 


TEACHINGDRUM.ORG 
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EARTH FIRST! PUNK COMPILATION BENEFIT ALBUM 

Even after 34 years in print and direct action, the Earth First! 
Journal is a consistently present voice of the radical direct action 
environmental movement. The Earth First!Journal Collective pres¬ 
ents this compilation of punk bands that share a no-compromise 
attitude towards defense of the living world, drawing together 
these two powerful forms of communication. All profits from the 
albums sales go to Earth First! Media projects, organizing expens¬ 
es, and legal funds for direct actions. 

The compilation comes with a booklet featuring exclusive 
interviews conducted by former Earth First! Journal co-editor 
and contributor, MJ. This limited-edition press of only 1,000 
hand-numbered copies was released through All We Know Re¬ 
cords, an independent DIY label out of Miami, FL. The EF!J 
Collective thanks MJ and Ashley for putting together this epic 
compilation! 

EXCERPT FROM INTERVIEW WITH OILTANKER 
EF!J: Why do you support Earth First!? 

Oiltanker: Any organization that has actively defended the envi¬ 
ronment for 30 or so years deserves support, especially ones as un¬ 
compromising as Earth First!. And organizations like this need all 
the help they can get with some of the threats to the environment 
these days. [Editors Note: EE! is a movement , not an organization.] 

EXCERPT FROM INTERVIEW WITH SIN ORDEN 

EF!J: In your song, “Tierra Indigena, ”you speak to colonialisms de¬ 
struction of the earth, including human life. In what ways do you see 
colonialism alive in todays society? 

Sin Orden: In today's society colonialism has taken a new name, 
it is free market capitalism. This new form of colonialism (capi¬ 
talism) uses power and wealth to take control of land and people. 
It destroys local economies with their competitive lower priced 
goods, forces countries to lease or sell their land to pay off debt, 


and creates territories in which the host country has no authority. 
In these territories all human and environmental rights are violat¬ 
ed and profit is created. Free market capitalism has been the plat¬ 
form for both political parties, with catch phrases like “healthy 
competition.” In this healthy competition there are winners and 
losers: Consumers and maquiladora (sweatshop) owners are the 
winners, and the third world countries that host these companies 
and the slave laborers who work them are losing. 

EXCERPT FROM INTERVIEW WITH NATHALIE FROM RAT 
STORM 

EF!J: Biodiversity is something we celebrate in nature. Industrialized 
society teaches us to contain, compartmentalize, and domesticate na¬ 
ture. Do you feel there is a connection between this and the creation 
of a gender binary? 

Nathalie [Rat Storm): ...I think that the gender binary is per¬ 
petuated and held up by those in power because it limits those 
that challenge the system. This is truly analogous to our treatment 
of nature. Humans have distanced themselves from “animals” by 
creating a language and culture that continually differentiates 
humans from animals. This is a similar binary system that is built 
on faulty principles. Humans are biologically animals, but when 
we admit that, it causes us to also need to examine our treatment 
of other animals... and thus challenges our assumed power. With 
the gender binary, the more men are distanced from women, the 
easier it is to justify the inequity and injustices that occur. The 
assumption of binary gender of course ignores the fact that our 
concepts of gender only have a marginal biological connection— 
meaning that most “male” or “female” traits have very little link 
to biological differences—yet we treat those that cannot fit into 
the mold as though they are somehow less of a person. ^ 


More exclusive interviews with the bands come in the compilation 
booklet. Order yours today and support the Earth First! movement! 


a compilation in defense of the wild 
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►►featunn 

►►Breag Naofa 


►►Masakari 

►► Black Hole of Calcutta 


►►Autarkeia 

►►Cloud Rat 


►►Baker Acted 

►►Iskra 


►►Oiltanker 

►►Sin Orden 


►►Recreant 

►►OiPolloi 


►►Gattaca 

►►Ad elites 


►►ACXDC 

►►Rat Storm 


►►Autarch 

►►Beartrap 


►► Landbridge 

►►Cizana 


►►Closet Burner 

►►Agathocles 


►►Torch Runner 

►► Shadow Of The Destroyer 


►►Deathrats 

►►Appalachian Terror Unit 



To Order: . 

EARTHFIRSTJOURNAL.ORG/MERCH 

ALLWEKN0WRECS.BL0GSP0T.COM 

You can also send a check or money order for $15.00 to: 
Earth First! Journal, P0 Box 964, Lake Worth, FL 33460 

















ECO ACTION DIRECTORY 


UNITED STATES 


Civil Liberties Defense Center 

» CLDC.ORG 

EF! Speakers Bureau 

» SPEAKERS.EARTHFIRSTJOURNAL.ORG 

FIERCE (Feminists Inciting Eco 
Resistance and Community Action) 

» FIERCECASCADIA@RISEUP.NET 

TWAC (Trans and Womyn’s Action 
Camp) » TWAC.WORDPRESS.COM 

Rising Tide North America 

» RISINGTIDENORTHAMgRICA.ORG 

Root Force 

» ROOTFORCE.ORG 

ARIZONA 

Black Mesa Indigenous 
Support 

» BLACKMESAIS.ORG 

No Mas Muertes/ 

No More Deaths 

» WWW.NOMOREDEATHS.ORG 

CALIFORNIA 

Humboldt EF! 

» EFHUMBOLDT.ORG 

Santa Barbara EF! 

>> EFINSB@GMAIL.COM 

Sierra Nevada EF! 

>> mikebe64@gmail.com 

COLORADO 

Southwest EF! » southwest 

EARTHFIRST. WORDPRESS. COM 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

Chesapeake EF! 

» CHESAPEAKEEARTHFIRST@RISEUP.NET 

FLORIDA 

Everglades EF! 

» SCRAPSCRIPPS. INFO 

ILLINOIS 

Chicago EF! 

» ARCANE@RIPCO.COM 


INDIANA 

Glacier’s Edge EF! 

» GLACIERSEDGE@RISEUP.NET 

MAINE 

Maine Earth First! 

» MAINE.EARTH-FIRST.NET 

MIGHIGAN 

Deep Water EF! 

» DEEPWATER@RISEUP.NET 

MONTANA/IDAHO 

Buffalo Field Campaign 

» BUFFALOFIELDCAMPAIGN.ORG 

Seeds of Peace 

» SEEDSOFPEACECOLLECTIVE.ORG 

Wild Idaho Rising Tide 

» WILDIDAHORISINGTIDE.ORG 

NEBRASKA 

EF! Nebraska 

» buffalobruce1@gmail.com 

NEW YORK/PENNSYLVANIA 

Marcellus EF! network 

» MARCELLUSEARTHFIRST.ORG 

Wetlands Activism Collective 

» WETLANDS-PRESERVE.ORG 

NORTH CAROLINA 

Croatan EF! 

» CROATANEARTHFIRST.COM 

Katuah EF! 

» KATUAHEARTHFIRST.ORG 

OHIO 

Appalachia Resist! 

» APPALACHIARESIST.WORDPRESS.COM 

OKLAHOMA 

Great Plains Tar Sands 
Resistance 

>> GPTARSANDSRESISTANCE.ORG 


OREGON 

Cascadia Forest Defenders » 

FORESTDEFENSENOW. COM 

Blue Mountains Biodiversity 
Project » 27803 Williams 
Lane, Fossil, OR 97830 » 

BLUEMTNSBIODIVERSITYPROJECT.ORG 

TEXAS 

Tar Sands Blockade 

> > TARSANDSBLOCKADE. ORG 

UTAH 

Utah Tar Sands Resistance 

» TARSANDSRESIST.ORG 

VERMONT 

Green Mountain EF! 

» GREENMT.EF@HOTMAIL.COM 

WISCONSIN 

Madison EF!/Infoshop 

» MADISONINFOSHOP@GMAIL.COM 

WEST VIRGINIA 

RAMPS (Radical Action for 
Mountain Peoples’ Survival) 

» RAMPSCAMPAIGN.ORG 


INTERNATIONAL 


AUSTRALIA 

Still Wild, Still Threatened » 

STILLWILDSTILLTHREATENED. ORG 

Rising Tide Australia 
» risingtide.org.au 

CANADA 

Unist’ot’en Camp 

» UNISTOTENCAMP.COM 

WildCoast 

» WILDCOAST.CA 

ECUADOR 

Rising Tide Ecuador 

» MAREACRECIENTECUADOR. 
WORDPRESS.COM 


ENGLAND 

EF! UK 

» earthfirst.org.uk 

Rising Tide UK 
» risingtide.org.uk 

FINLAND 

Finland Rising Tide 

» WWW.HYOKYAALTO.ORG 

GERMANY 

EF! Germany » efgermany 

CONTACT@GOOGLEMAIL. COM 

ICELAND 

Saving Iceland 

» SAVINGICELAND.ORG 

IRELAND 

Rossport Solidarity Camp 

» ROSSPORTSOLIDARITYCAMP.ORG 

ITALY 

EF! Italia 

» EARTHFIRSTITALIA.BLOGSPOT.COM 

MEXICO 

Green Revolt Collective 

» REVUELTAVERDE.ORG 

Mexico Rising Tide 

» MAREA-CRECIENTE.ORG 

NETHERLANDS 

EF! Netherlands 

» groenfront.nl/english 

PHILIPPINES 

EF! Philippines » 

EARTHFIRSTPHILIPPINES. BLOGSPOT. COM 

SCOTLAND 

Coal Action Scotland 
» coalactionscotland.org.uk 


Would you like to see your Earth First! or eco-action group represented in this newsletter and online? 

Thinking about sending us YOUR articles of ecological resistance, action reportbacks, prose and poetry from your eco-warrior heart, 
letters to the editors? Find out about employment opportunities at the Earth First! Journal? 

Get in contact, we’d love to hear from you: collexjitvb@earthfirstjournal. org 



The Eco Action Directory is a part of Earth First! News (EF!N), a newsletter project of the Earth First! Journal 

EF!N is released online and as a part of the printed quarterly EF! Journal schedule. 

It is available to download freely at: earthfirstjournal.org/merch. 

EF/iVwas created with the intent of making EF! movement media more accessible. Content for the newsletter 
is compiled from the online Earth First! Newswire. Please copy and distribute these newsletters widely! 
Contact the EF!J Collective if you would like to volunteer with this project: collective@earthfirstjournal.org. 

If you read EF! News online, please consider that your monetary donation 
can help us reach people who don’t have regular computer access. 
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e Manual! 


Release of The Earth First! Wolf Hunt Sahotag, 


Announcing the 


Tl)e Earth First! Wolf Hunt Sabotage Manual provides 
detailed information for disrupting wolf hunting. 
The text, complete with step-by-step graphics, ex¬ 
plains how to find and destroy wolf traps, handle 
live trapped wolves in order to release them, and var¬ 
ious methods, including the use of air-compressed 
horns and smoke-bombs, for stopping” wolf hunts. 

The manual, which was sent to the Earth First! 
Journal Collective by unknown persons calling 
themselves “the Redneck Wolf Lovin’ Brigade,” was 
published electronically on the Earth First! News- 
wire and is being offered for others to print and 
distribute. 

The manual is being published in light of re¬ 
gional delistings of wolves in the Great Lakes re¬ 
gion and the Northern Rockies since 2011 where 
subsequent wolf hunts have accounted for over 
1,500 wolves hunted or trapped. There are fewer 
than 6,000 wolves left in the lower 48 states where 
wolves once numbered in the hundreds of thou¬ 
sands. In June of this year the Obama administra¬ 
tion announced that it plans to push for nearly all 
wolves, excepting those in the US Southwest, to 
be stripped of Endangered Species Act protections, 
despite compelling evidence from numerous scien¬ 
tists that wolves have not recovered as a species. 

“We are coming into a new era of wolf geno¬ 
cide,” said Panagioti Tsolkas, an Earth First! Media 
correspondent, adding, “It will be important for 
individuals and groups with a passion to protect 
wolves to take this manual into consideration. It 
will surely save lives, but it is also a very dangerous 
undertaking. Wolf hunters have guns and obvious¬ 
ly little morals when it comes to what they shoot.” 


The Earth First! 

Wolf Hunt Sabotage 

Manual 


by the Redneck Wolf Lovin Brigade 


Visit earthfirstjournal.org/merch to download 
a free copy of The EF! Wolf Hunt Sabotage Manual , 
or write us at: PO Box 964, Lake Worth, FL 33460 


Prepare for the Earth Fust! TAKE OVER of MAINSTREAM MEDIA!!. 

* ...or, how we attempt to further movement news and actions 


In the summer of 2013, the EF!Journal 
Collective kicked off a national media 
project—producing press releases 
from the movement and circulating 
them to major media outlets across the 
country to get EF! action and analysis 
into mainstream news and reach more 
people. 

The first story covered the rise of 
direct action against fracking, featuring 
the post-EF! Rendezvous action at a 
Momentive facility in North Carolina. 

The second story announced the 
release of The EF! Wolf Hunt Sabotage 
Manual. Dozens of local and national 
news sources picked up the story, 


including the San Francisco Chronicle 
and Field & Stream Magazine. 

The national press release for The 
Wolf Hunt Manual brought about 
a radio segment on National Public 
Radio. The radio piece covers the 
current state of wolf hunting in this 
country and interview clips from the 
Journal Collective. 

With wolves in this country still at 
risk of being completely wiped out, and 
more states opening wolf hunting and 
handing out more permits than there 
are wolves, the importance to reach 
large numbers of people and provide 
radical resources and radical voices to 


shake up the dialogue is crucial. 

With your support, we will get 
more stories out to the world, and 
more resources like this into the hands 
of organizers and activists. 

Though this is a new project, we 
hope to hear from you, send us questions, 
comments and press releases to: 
collective@earthfirstjournal. 
org. If you would like to see the 
expansion of Earth First! Media 
projects like this, consider making a 
donation today to support the many 
media projects of the EF!J Collective. 

Thanks to everyone who is 
continuing to support our work and 
the work of eco-warriors worldwide! 
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see mountaintop removal • meet community 
activists fighting to save their mountains and 
their homes • learn about fracking • community 
organizing • listening projects • old time 
mountain music • anti-oppression and non¬ 
violence trainings • community service projects • 
direct action • good home cooked food • hiking • 
low cost spring break 


WWW.MJSB.ORG 
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No Compromise in Defense of Mother Earth! 













